
SIMPLE IS NOT 
SIMPLISTIC

P I C T U R E  B O O K S  I N  T H E  WOT P  C L A S S R O O M



RATIONALE

ÅTime available in class

ÅAttention span

ÅReading level

ÅVisual literacy 

ÅEngagement in the text



CONTEXT

ÅAcknowledge the fear that they are being treated as òbabiesó

ÅNormalize & model my love of picture books 

ÅLiterary detectives:  Their task is to òdiscoveró the techniques and skills that 

authoursuse to make a piece of writing ògoodó and also accessible to a 

young audience



READING COMPREHENSION SKILLS

ÅReading is about understanding for meaning.  Comprehension > decoding

ÅLiterary elements (point of view, genre, structure, etc.)

ÅComprehension skills include:
ðMaking Connections (text-to-self, text-to-world, text-to-text)

ðQuestioning (òthick and òthinó questions)

ðVisualizing (òmental moviesó)

ðActivating Prior Knowledge (what do I already know abouté?)

ðPredicting & Inferring (P = can be confirmed by further reading; I = not clearly confirmed)

ðSummarizing  (determining importance, main idea, supporting details)

ðEvaluating

ðSynthesizing  (theme)

ÅThink-alouds, modeling, guided practice:  What do you think abouté  What 

makes you thinké



The House on Maple Street

It was a perfect lift-off

The Mysteries of Harris Burdick,

by Chris Van Allsburg

(Prediction & Inference)



MAKING CONNECTIONS:
WONDER by R J Palacio

ÅContext:  10th anniversary of our program >  Who are we?  What are we 

celebrating?

ÅòReally important thingsó ðabout being a student at Adamõs PACE / 

Champlain College



OUR òREALLY IMPORTANT THINGSó

ÅNever give up ðDetermination ðPerseverance

ÅInclusion ðGet involved

ÅPursue your goals

ÅJust do it!  -- Hard work ðMotivation

ÅLearning ðEducation

ÅKindness ðHow we treat others ðMaking friends

ÅDifferences ðIndividuality

ÅPride ðSelf-Esteem

ÅSelf-Determination ðResponsibility

ÅKnowing Yourself

ÅGrowth ðProgress



CONNECTING PRECEPTS TO YOUR 
WORLD
Directions:  Choose a precept that is important or meaningful to you.  Use this 

document to make connections between this precept and your own life, other things 

you have read, and the world around you.

Text -to -Self Connection: How does this precept remind you of your own life and 

experiences?

Text -to -Text Connection: What have I read/heard before that might connect to this 

precept?  What books, stories, poems, articles, or precepts does this remind me of?  

Why?

Text -to -World Connection: How does this precept relate to the real world around 

me?  What connections can I make between this precept and events or issues in the 

world today or in history?








