Community Learning Centre making an impact, NPI Partners told
Based at Laval Senior Academy, CLC encourages ‘holistic’ approach
MARTIN C. BARRY
During Agape NPI Partners’ meeting Oct.
17 in the Cité de Santé auditorium, Katrina
Driver, a development agent at the Community
Learning Centre at Laval Senior Academy, gave
a presentation on how the CLC is supporting
student success while contributing to the vitality
of English-speaking communities.

Sharing strategies
Agape NPI Partners, which was founded by
Agape, gathers together organizations in Laval
active in the health and social services sector
for meetings during which they share strategies
and trade information with an eye to serving a
common purpose.
According to Driver, Laval Senior Academy
adopted the CLC approach in 2016. The CLC
initiative started in 2006 with a group of 15
schools which received funding from the federal
Heritage Canada department. There are now
88 in the network which spans the province
of Quebec.

The CLC approach
“The CLC is not a place, but a holistic
approach to community and school improvement that targets student learning, family
engagement, school effectiveness and community vitality,” said Driver.
A pictogram she displayed, consisting of
circles, showed graphically the various partners

Agape NPI Partners met in the auditorium atCité de la Santé on Oct. 17.
involved in the CLC, including the principal,
staff and students from the school, community
players such as organizations, groups, businesses and individuals, and the community

development agent bringing them all together.
Driver said the programs offered by the
CLC include some for early childhood to help
prepare pre-schoolers for kindergarten, others
which are intergenerational and connect senior
citizens with students, and programs offering
lifelong learning opportunities to the community and individuals for personal development.

Benefits of CLC
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She said the benefits to school students
from the CLC approach include a higher level
of engagement in classrooms, an increased
sense of belonging, and the student voice being
amplified in the school environment. “School
attendance is more regular and the school
environment is generally more improved,” she
added.
As for the benefits to families, Driver said,
“More than half our parents and families report
feeling more welcome in the CLC school with
new opportunities to participate in school
life. They also report an improved awareness
of community resources, services and experts
available in English in their communities.”

Dropout reduction help
CHOMEDEY >ĂƌŐĞ ĚƵƉůĞǆ ǀĞƌǇ ǁĞůů ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ
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ŶĞĂƌ ƉƵďůŝĐ ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚ͕ ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ ĂŶĚ ƉĂƌŬƐ͘ tĞůů
ŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶĞĚĐŽŶƐŝƐƟŶŐŽĨϭǆϲϭͬϮĂŶĚϭǆϱϭͬϮƵŶŝƚƐ
ĂŶĚ Ă ďĂĐŚĞůŽƌ ƵŶŝƚ͘ ŽƵďůĞ ŐĂƌĂŐĞ ĂŶĚ ŐŽŽĚ ƐŝǌĞ
ůŽƚ͘KĐĐƵƉĂŶĐǇĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞĨŽƌŵĂŝŶƵŶŝƚĂƐŽĨDĂǇϭ
ϮϬϭϳ͘'ƌĞĂƚŝŶǀĞƐƚŵĞŶƚ͊͊͊

tĂƚĞƌĨƌŽŶƚ ĐŽƩĂŐĞ ǁĂƚĞƌ ĂĐĐĞƐƐ ĂŶĚ ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ ĚŽĐŬ͊ ϯнϭ
ďĞĚƌŽŽŵƐ͕ ŽƉĞŶ ĐŽŶĐĞƉƚ ůŝǀŝŶŐͬĚŝŶŝŶŐ ƌŽŽŵ͕ ĐƵƐƚŽŵ
ŵĂĚĞŬŝƚĐŚĞŶǁŝƚŚƋƵĂůŝƚǇŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ͕ŐƌĂŶŝƚĞĐŽƵŶƚĞƌƚŽƉ͕
tĞůůĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚƌĞƐƚĂƵƌĂŶƚŝŶŶũŽƵ;ŽǀĞƌϰϬǇĞĂƌƐͿ ŐůĂƐƐ ƟůĞ ďĂĐŬƐƉůĂƐŚ ĂŶĚ ŚĞĂƚĞĚ ĐĞƌĂŵŝĐ ŇŽŽƌŝŶŐ ǁŝƚŚ Ă
ŐŽŽĚ ƐĞĂƟŶŐ ĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ ĂŶĚ ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů ƚĞƌƌĂĐĞ͕ ǀĞƌǇ ŐƌĞĂƚǀŝĞǁŽĨƚŚĞƌŝǀĞƌ͕ϮĨƵůůďĂƚŚƐнϭƉŽǁĚĞƌƌŽŽŵ͕ŵĂŝŶ
ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƟŶŐ ůĞĂƐĞ͕ ŐƌĞĂƚ ƉŽƚĞŶƟĂů ƚŽ ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ ďĂƚŚ ǁŝƚŚ ũĂĐƵǌǌŝ ĂŶĚ ƐŚŽǁĞƌ͕ ƌĞŶŽǀĂƚĞĚ ƉŽǁĚĞƌ ƌŽŽŵ͘
ƌĞǀĞŶƵĞƐ͊͊ĂůůƵƐĨŽƌĂůůƚŚĞĚĞƚĂŝůƐ͊͊
^ƚƵŶŶŝŶŐǁĂƚĞƌĨƌŽŶƚ

SOL

JUST LISTED

>ĂƌŐĞ ƐƉůŝƚ ůĞǀĞů ŚŽŵĞ ŝŶ ĂŶ ĞǆĐĞůůĞŶƚ ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ
ŽĨ ŚŽŵĞĚĞǇ ǁŝƚŚŝŶ ǁĂůŬŝŶŐ ĚŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ ƚŽ ƉƵďůŝĐ
ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚ͕ƉĂƌŬƐĂŶĚƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͘ƌŝŐŚƚ͕ŽƉĞŶĐŽŶĐĞƉƚ
ůĂǇŽƵƚŽŶŵĂŝŶŇŽŽƌǁŝƚŚůĂƌŐĞ͕ĞĂƚͲŝŶŬŝƚĐŚĞŶĐŽŵͲ
ƉůĞƚĞ ǁŝƚŚ ǁŽŽĚ ĮƌĞƉůĂĐĞ͘ ϯ ďĞĚƌŽŽŵƐ ƵƉƐƚĂŝƌƐ͕
ϰƚŚďĞĚƌŽŽŵĂĨĞǁƐƚĞƉƐĚŽǁŶ͕ŚƵŐĞƉůĂǇƌŽŽŵŝŶ
ďĂƐĞŵĞŶƚ͘ &ĞŶĐĞĚ ďĂĐŬǇĂƌĚ ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ ǁŝƚŚ ǁŽŽĚ
ĚĞĐŬΘ'ƉŽŽů͘

CHOMEDEY ŚĂƌŵŝŶŐ ďƵŶŐĂůŽǁ ŝŶ Ă ďĞĂƵƟĨƵů ĂƌĞĂ
ŽĨŚŽŵĞĚĞǇǁŝƚŚŝŶƉƌŽǆŝŵŝƚǇŽĨƐĐŚŽŽůƐ͕ƉĂƌŬƐ͕ƉƵďůŝĐ
ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚĂŶĚŚŝŐŚǁĂǇƐ͘sĞƌǇďƌŝŐŚƚŚŽŵĞǁŝƚŚůĂƌŐĞ
ůŝǀŝŶŐƌŽŽŵ͕ĞĂƚŝŶŬŝƚĐŚĞŶǁŝƚŚǁŽŽĚĐĂďŝŶĞƚƌǇ͕ŐŽŽĚ
ƐŝǌĞŵĂƐƚĞƌďĞĚƌŽŽŵнĞǆƚƌĂďĞĚƌŽŽŵŝŶďĂƐĞŵĞŶƚ͕ϭ
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CARTIERVILLE ^ƵƉĞƌď ƐƉůŝƚ ůĞǀĞů͊ ƌŝŐŚƚ ĂŶĚ
ƐƉĂĐŝŽƵƐ͊WƌŝŵĞ>ŽĐĂƟŽŶ͊ĂƚŚĞĚƌĂůĐĞŝůŝŶŐŝŶĞŶƚƌĂŶĐĞ͕
ƐƚƵŶŶŝŶŐŵŽĚĞƌŶŬŝƚĐŚĞŶǁŝƚŚŵĂƉůĞǁŽŽĚĐĂďŝŶĞƚƐĂŶĚ
ŐƌĂŶŝƚĞĐŽƵŶƚĞƌƚŽƉƐ͕ůŝǀŝŶŐͬĚŝŶŝŶŐƌŽŽŵŽƉĞŶĐŽŶĐĞƉƚ
ǁŝƚŚ ŚĂƌĚǁŽŽĚ ŇŽŽƌŝŶŐ͕ ϰ ďĞĚƌŽŽŵƐ ĂďŽǀĞ ŐƌŽƵŶĚ͕
ĚĞŶŽƌϱƚŚďĞĚƌŽŽŵŐĂƌĚĞŶůĞǀĞů͕ŚƵŐĞƉůĂǇƌŽŽŵǁŝƚŚ
ƉůĞŶƚǇŽĨǁŝŶĚŽǁƐĂŶĚƐƚŽƌĂŐĞƐƉĂĐĞ͘

Driver’s segment was followed by a presentation made by her and Agape executive-director
Kevin McLeod on an Academic Performance
and Dropout Reduction Initiatives program
undertaken at Laval Senior Academy. Agape
and the CLC worked together to create the
project, which was made possible by a subsidy
provided by the Quebec Education Ministry.
According to McLeod, a series of ten Lunch
and Learn workshops were organized, focusing
on the exploration of vocational and educational paths, as well as motivating and inspiring
students. The workshops ran on Wednesdays
from April 5 to June 7 and included guest

speakers.

For at-risk students
The series was intended to encourage open
dialogue and exchange of information about
interests, talents, job opportunities, support
resources and planning strategies. The workshops also included catered lunches for
participating students and staff. The majority
of students who regularly attended the workshops were considered at-risk and were participating at the same time in alternative learning
pathways.
At least one of the speakers was a person who
struggles with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD) but has pursued higher
education and also managed to achieve happiness and success. Another speaker was a person
with Down Syndrome who shared her story
about discovering her talents and overcoming
adversity to pursue her dreams.

Survey measured success
The project concluded with field trips, the
first being to Rosemount Technology Centre as
well as the Pearson Adult and Career Centre.
A second field trip took the students to École
Filion to attend the premier of a play written
and produced by students at the school with
special needs.
The impact of the Academic Performance
and Dropout Reduction Initiatives program
was measured by a survey conducted among
the participating students. According to the
survey, 50 per cent rated the sessions excellent,
10 per cent said very good, 20 per cent said
good, and nearly 90 per cent rated the guest
speakers as excellent, very good or good. In all,
55.5 per cent of respondents said they would
be extremely likely, or very likely to attend a
similar series in the future.

