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The Company We Keep
Ethical Situation for Learning Context 


Melanie and Aisha are in the third grade and have been best friends since kindergarten. They have always had the same taste in things like food, clothes, music, sports and the kids they hang out with. They live in the same neighbourhood and have been in the same dance group for three years. Their parents even call them the twin sisters because they seem so alike. This year Aisha has noticed that Melanie has started to play soccer with a group of fourth graders at recess instead of playing the usual game of basketball with their old gang. Melanie even sits at the same table as the fourth graders at lunch. Aisha feels like she is seeing another side of Melanie: she wears different clothes and has started to listen to really weird music with lyrics that Aisha’s parents would disapprove of. Aisha has spoken to Melanie and asked her outright why she is changing friends and acting like a different person. Melanie has answered that sometimes she likes to be with Aisha and their old friends and sometimes she likes to be with her new friends-that doesn’t mean she’s a different person. Aisha doesn’t buy it; her mother has always told her that there is an old saying that says “You are judged by the company you keep.” Aisha thinks that if Melanie hangs around with her new friends she is going to start acting like them and forget about her old friends; besides Aisha believes that you can’t be in two groups at the same time. 


Aisha tells some of the old friends that they should give Melanie a choice: choose to stay with the old gang or be with her new friends. Emmanuel  understands what Aisha is feeling, but tells her that it’s okay to belong to many different groups at the same time and be friends with lots of people. When his family moved to Montréal from Puerto Rico they joined a community centre that was made up of people from the old country but also went to their neighbourhood church where they met a whole new group of people. He believes that people should be “judged by the content of their character” and not by the company they keep.  
What is your opinion? Should people be judged by the company they keep or by the content of their character, or by something else? Do the people you hang around with influence you? In what ways? How many groups can people belong to at the same time? Do you think people behave differently with different groups?  Do the groups that people belong to influence their identity or do 


people choose their own identity?  

Framework for Identifying a Situation from an Ethical Point of View

Name: __________________________________ Date: ______________________ Group: _______________




How Can We Examine Different Points of View? 

A Matching Game 

When we examine different points of view we should take into account that there are certain judgments that people make and things that get in the way of dialogue. Your teacher has explained the definitions in class. Now it’s your turn to try and remember. Below you will find a matching game you can play with a partner or on your own, to learn about the different types of judgments and obstacles to dialogue. 

INSTRUCTIONS: Cut each card out and try to match the words in Section A with the definitions in Section B. Then try to find an example for each. 


Examining Different Points of View
Names: ________________________________________________

Date: ____________________

Use the table below to identify and examine the different points of view evident in The Company We Keep, the ethical situation on page 3 of the Student Booklet. 

	Point of view
	Type of judgment (s) evident in the point of view 
	Process that may hinder dialogue 
	Path for examining the point of view 

	Example: Aisha thinks that Melanie is acting differently because of her choice of friends 


	Judgment of reality- Aisha really thinks this is true 
	Hasty generalization- Aisha arrives at this conclusion from a few incident s
	Aisha should try and figure out why she thinks this way- what other evidence is there that Melanie is acting differently? 



	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


My Point of View: Before and After 

Name: __________________________


Date:__________________
Use the table below to become aware of your point of view with regard to the situation presented in the LES. Refer to the Framework for Identifying a Situation from an Ethical Point of View on p.4 of the Student Booklet to help you out. Also think about the Point of View Matching Game that you played on p.5 of the Student Booklet. Remember this is YOUR point of view and NOT your classmates’ points of view. You will return to this page after you complete the LES. 

	Before looking at several references
	
	After looking at several references

	
	My understanding of the ethical issue
	

	
	Tensions and conflicting values evident in the situation 
	

	
	My reasons for having this point of view 
	

	
	Processes of dialogue 
	

	
	Am I aware of any judgments I may have?  
	

	
	Do I recognize any obstacles to dialogue?
	


Student Observation Sheet for Fish Bowl Activity

Use this sheet to make notes as you observe the student assigned to you as he/she engages in dialogue. When the activity is completed share your observations with the student you were observing to see if he/she agrees with your evaluation. 
Name of the student you are observing___________________________________________________

Your name_______________________________________ 
Date______________________________

The subject of dialogue___________________________________________________________________

	
	YES
(1 check for each time) 
	NO
	Do I agree? Why or why not? 

	The student expressed their opinion, feelings and ideas about the subject of dialogue.


	
	
	

	The student helped to develop the rules for participating in dialogue.


	
	
	

	The student expressed his/her point of view.


	
	
	

	He/she paid attention to other people’s point of view.


	
	
	

	He/she asked for clarification when they didn’t understand. 
	
	
	

	The student tried to figure out how to overcome obstacles to dialogue. 
	
	
	


Did you recognize any obstacles to dialogue that the student may have run into? If yes fill in the spaces below. 


All About Me

Name______________________________


Date_________________
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Some of the Groups I Belong To           
   Name__________________________




Date______________________
Choose two groups that you were born into and two groups that you have chosen. In the large circles write the name of the groups you belong to and in the long boxes write the goals, interest, symbols and rules of each group. 



The Many Pieces That Make Me Whole

Name ______________________________________

Date __________________
The many groups that people belong to often help to shape their identity. In each piece of the pie write down:

1. Four groups that you belong to  

2. Why you feel part of the group
3. In the arrow write one way you feel your relationship with the group has influenced your identity. (It could be negative or positive). 


How Groups Shape Us

Names __________________________________________  


Date_______________

Use this worksheet to share your point of view with a partner after you have shared your pieces of the pie. 



Star for Class Mural

Instructions: In the center write your name. In the half circles write the main groups you belong to. In the star points write one thing each group has done to shape your identity. Colour and decorate the star as you wish. Cut it out and ad it to the class mural. 
Peer Evaluation of Interaction Through Dialogue
My Name: _____________________________ My Partner:_________________________

Date: ___________________________

Do this together with your partner. Put a check in the appropriate box 

	Criteria 
	Me
	My partner  

	
	Yes

How? 
	No 

Why? 
	Yes

How? 
	No 

Why? 

	We discussed how we should share our ideas 
	
	
	
	

	We took turns sharing our ideas and we listened to each other’s ideas   
	
	
	
	

	We asked when we didn’t understand something 


	
	
	
	

	When we had a disagreement about something we stopped and figured it out together 
	
	
	
	


Something I could do better next time is: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Self-Evaluation of Process  

Name: _________________________________________  Date : ______________________________

· Colour the bar marked “Needs Improvement – Well Done” to show how you feel you did for each of the points.  

· Offer an example where possible.
	
	
	
	
	


I used the available information and resources:    
      1         2            3            4          5          

Needs improvement                         Well done
Example:

	
	
	
	
	


I listened attentively to others and showed

openness to differing points of view.

    1           2           3          4            5          
Needs improvement                        Well done
Example:

	
	
	
	
	


I expressed my ideas, feelings and point of view:

       1          2            3          4           5          
Needs improvement                        Well done
Example:

	
	
	
	
	


I reflected on my point of view:
1          2           3           4           5        
Needs improvement                        Well done
Example:


Ethics and Religious Culture 





Learning and Evaluation Situation 





In your own words describe the problem as presented in the learning situation.





Think about it





Saying something is real without really knowing if it is or not  





Attacking someone so that what they say is not believable 





Describe the ethical issue and name the tensions and/or conflicting values?  





What actions (if any) have already been taken?





Who is involved? 








What is ONE ethical question that you can think of?








Makes a statement about what MUST be done





Saying something is true for everyone just from a few facts 





Agreeing or disagreeing with something just because someone else says to   																					





Based on a what a person likes or dislikes 





Judgment of preference





Judgment of prescription





Judgment of reality 





Appeal to the crowd 








Section A





Section B





Personal 


attack 








Hasty generalization








Some of the groups we have in common: 





When I grow up 





Things I’m good at 





My family and friends 





My dislikes





My likes





Appeal to the crowd 





Some of the ways they have influenced my identity: 





Personal attack 





Hasty generalization





rules 





symbols





interests





goals











rules





symbols





interests





goals











rules 





symbols 





interests





goals











rules 





symbols





interests





goals











Some of the ways they have influenced my partner’s identity: 





POV (Point of view) 


Some of the things we agree on about that the relationships we have within groups are: 








ME








My partner





Me














Criterion of dialogue: Presentation of a point of view developed using relevant elements 








Next time I will:  








Criterion of ethics: Detailed study of a situation from an ethical point of view  





Criterion of ethics: Detailed study of a situation from an ethical point of view  





Criterion of dialogue: Adequate use of related content involving interaction with others  





Criterion of ethics: Detailed study of a situation from an ethical point of view  





Criterion of dialogue: Presentation of a point of view developed using relevant elements   





Criteria of dialogue: Adequate use of related content involving interaction with others  





Criterionof ethics: Consideration of several references present in the points of view   





Criterion of ethics: Consideration of several references present in the points of view   





Criterion of ethics: Consideration of several references present in the points of view   





Criterion of dialogue: Adequate use of related content involving interaction with others  





Cross-curricular: Constructs his/her identity    





Criterion of dialogue: Presentation of a point of view developed using relevant elements   





Criterion of ethics: Evaluation of options or possible actions in order to determine which ones contribute to community life    
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