Supplementary information for Guidance Counselors

With respect to math placement:

Sec 3 to Sec 4

Regular math: CST

· For students who wish to fulfill their basic math requirements for high school graduation. 

Challenging math: T&S and SN

· These two options should be considered equivalent. There is no “middle” math option. When choosing between these options, consider the following:

· The T&S option introduces many topics in Secondary 4 but does not go into a great deal of depth until Secondary 5. 

· The SN option introduces fewer topics in Secondary 4 but goes into greater depth immediately following their introduction. Additional topics are introduced in Secondary 5 and given an in-depth treatment at that time. 
· The T&S option would be better suited to students who have a curiosity for things mathematical and are inclined to look for patterns and then to investigate them. They enjoy using math to explain what is happening in the real world.

· The SN option would be better suited to students who enjoy pure math and the rigours of good mathematical communication. They get excited when the math studied begins to fit together; they see the beauty in pure mathematics.

Sec 4 to Sec 5

The natural advancement from Secondary 4 to Secondary 5 would be for the student to stay in the same option since each is designed as a two year program. However, the QEP has made allowances for a change of heart or circumstances. Below are some points to take into account if a student is considering changing options between Secondary 4 and 5.

CST-4 to T&S-5:

Since 95% of the content of CST-4 is included in T&S-4, a student wishing to enroll in T&S-5 from CST-4 would only have to make up certain topics (radicals, factoring polynomials, greatest integer function, exponential and logarithmic functions, how the multiplicative parameters work, solving exponential equations, metric relations in triangles, conditional probability and standard deviation.) Provided that the student has demonstrated an aptitude for math and reached a certain level of competency development, a bridge course in the summer could prepare a student for T&S-5.

CST-4 to SN-5

This transition is not recommended by MELS.

T&S-4 to SN-5 OR SN-4 to T&S-5

While MELS makes allowances for these transitions, it is not recommended by the Board at this time. Because each two year program will result in the same qualifications, switching is not necessary for CEGEP requirements. In addition, T&S students would have to make up the depth they are missing and SN students would have to make up the breadth they are missing. For the summer of 2009, these bridge courses will not yet be offered and it may be too much to ask students to make up the missing material on their own.

T&S-4 to CST-5

This transition should not cause problems for students who wish to take a more relaxed math in Secondary 5.  Students may find the need to learn Hero’s formula as well as the Sine Law (as this law is covered in T&S-5). Percentiles, as a measure of position, would also not have been covered by the T&S-4 student.

SN-4 to CST-5

This transition could be more problematic since the SN-4 student would have missed all the probability and statistics in CST-4. CST-5 continues to build on probability concepts.
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