[image: image1.jpg]Community Learning Centre






Creating a Community Magazine

Authentik magazine is a great example of how we can communicate important ideas to a specific audience.  Your task is to create a paper and digital magazine that communicates important issues about your community to those within and outside of your immediate region.

Your magazine will include all of the following components:

· Cover

· Editorial page

· Pictorial page

· Biographical feature

Other suggested possibilities include:

· Word search puzzle

· Literature/poetry page

· Advertisements

· Book/music reviews

Questions to think about before starting:

Is your magazine for community members or members of the community who have left and want to re-connect?

Is the goal of your magazine to share stories and news about your own community or with other communities in other regions?

Is the magazine directed at a specific gender or social group in your community?

What aspect of your community that you think needs to be known or highlighted

Who will you interview?  

What is the best way to describe your community?  What research do you need to be knowledgeable about all the facts? 

What are the individual roles on an editorial team, who is responsible for what?  Examples include the editor, proofreader, layout etc.

Activity 1 – Explore the magazine genre (online vs. paper),  

What are the components (parts) of a magazine, Are there any critical issues (controversial things to think about), who is the audience?
Find examples of the sections below in your magazine research.  Describe the characteristics of each section that makes them different or special from one another.

· Cover page

· Editorial page

· Pictorial page

· Biographical feature

· Advertisements

· Quiz, crossword, games

Activity 2 – Explore what the challenges, strengths, needs and assets of the youth in your community

Define the following terms in your own words- use a dictionary if needed:

Challenges-

Assets-

Needs-            

Strengths-

Thinking about the community that you live in – think about the CANS of your community and include 3-4 ideas in each box

	Challenges


	Needs

	Strengths


	Assets


Activity – 3 + Now that you have researched the genre of magazines and thought about your community, your mission is to create a mini magazine that addresses important community and social issues in a creative way.

During this activity, you will work on an editorial team and be responsible for getting the magazine finished in time for publication.  You will decide on a theme for your magazine and create articles and sections that connect to your theme.   It will be necessary for you to interview people in your community, conduct research in the archives or observe what is happening around you to gather information.

Your magazine will include all of the following components:

· Cover page

· Editorial page

· Pictorial page

· Biographical feature

Other suggested possibilities include:

· Word search puzzle

· Literature/poetry page

· Advertisements

· Book review

Sample Rubric

	Secondary Cycle 

ELA Subject Specific Competencies
	1- Minimal competency development


	2 – Partial competency development


	3-Acceptable competency development


	4- Complete competency development

	Produces text for personal and social reasons


	
	
	
	Writes and edits features and articles that are free of errors in the final product.

	Produces familiar genres (magazine)
	
	
	
	Demonstrates an understanding of the features of a magazine.

	Explore community and social issues
	
	
	
	Communicates an understanding of how text can serve social and political purposes.


Specific Criteria

	Magazine cover
	
	
	
	The cover is neat, clear and appropriate for the intended audience.  The cover communicates the theme of the magazine.  The cover contains all the conventions of the genre.

	Pictorial page
	
	
	
	Pictures and captions are appropriate and communicate the theme. 

	Advertisement
	
	
	
	Examines and produces advertisements 

	Local Hero - biography
	
	
	
	Uses multiple sources of research and evaluates the reliability of information

	Community and social issue
	
	
	
	Demonstrates an ability to analyze and communicate how text can serve social and political purposes


I would like to acknowledge the Media Awareness Network- Media Education project for inspiration for this project and acknowledge inspiration for the project from http://teachers.net/lessons/posts/1464.html
Questions or comments around this learning resource can be directed to Ben Loomer - Community Based Learning Coordinator:  Community Learning Centre project (CLC) - Quebec

bloomer@learnquebec.ca
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