Family Treasures
 Found in Your Community

Every family has items that are special to them.  These treasures might be an old family bible that your great-grandmother brought from England or France or it might be the hubcap from your Dad’s first car that has special meaning.  Whatever the item is, it has special meaning to someone and a story behind it.

The Assignment 

You must find out about a treasure in your family, write about the item and present your treasure to the class (a photo will be great if you cannot bring the item).

Step 1

Explain to your parents/grandparents/aunts/uncles and other family members that you are doing a “family treasures” project at school. Begin a search for a “family treasure” that you would like to write about.

Ask them is there something special that belongs to this family that you would like to see passed down to future generations?  The item does not need to be old, but it must have a good story behind it.

Step 2

Keep a list of the different items mentioned and a little about it.  If someone suggests something like your grandmother’s engagement ring because it’s pretty, but can’t tell you a story to go with it, you should probably not write about it.  However, if your family owns a hat that your great-grandfather was wearing when he met the Maurice “Rocket” Richard, you might find an interesting story there.

Ask lots of questions about each item your family suggests.

Step 3

Once you have a list of items, choose one to write about.  Decide who you are going to interview.  The person who suggested the item may not be the expert.  Find out who in the family knows the most about it.

Interview the person, asking all the information required on the sheet.  Make sure you record all their answers.  If you taped the interview, still make sure to copy the answers on a sheet of paper.  Don’t be afraid to ask questions different than the one’s on your questionnaire.  You may need to go on the internet or somewhere else to get more information.  

Step 4

Once you have collected all the information, fill in the Artifact Information Sheet completely.  The history section should be done in paragraph format with complete sentences.

Step 5

Prepare to present this to the class.  If you can bring the item to school that is great.  If you cannot, please bring a picture or video of the treasure.

Why might we call an old object a treasure, even if it has no monetary/money value?

Where can we find these treasures?

How do we get information about these treasures?

What types of questions do we ask to learn a story about an object?

Sample:

What year did this happen?

How old was the person?

How was life different back then?
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