Belle Anse School - A Community Coming Together

Jeanie LeLacheur
Belle Anse School is forging ahead in the’ spirit of community learning’ explains principal Howard Miller; this approach promoted by the CLC or Community Learning Centre is one where a community feels that a school belongs to them and is not just for teaching reading writing and mathematics to their children. The school, becoming progressively more involved in community activities was for example invited to participate in this year’s Remembrance Day activities; students were asked to attend the church service and assist with the ceremony and lunch at the local legion.  

An inter-generational activity for the Barachois Day Centre organized by Cheryl Henry-Leggo of Vision Gaspe Perce Now had the school welcome the local seniors for a   Christmas celebration, including a pizza meal complete with dessert which was provided by a local entrepreneur.  The students liked the idea of being dispersed throughout the group for the duration of the activity as it   allowed for greater interaction amongst the participants.  Both the students and the seniors enjoyed the novel experience and having the meal provided by a local business was another way in which the school was able to ‘give back’ to the community by encouraging a community family in an innovative business venture.  

“It is a question of giving back,” says Mr. Miller, ‘and we’re finding that the community is responding to the needs of the school as we in turn fill a need within the community.   An upcoming gift bingo has seen a tremendous response from local individuals and organizations, and money from such activities is filtered back to the students by offering special activities or the regular snack program that is cost free for them.  

The donation of a plastic slide saw locals band together to repair and install it in the school playground, and the school is very proud of that community support it receives. 

On the other hand student’s families are also served by the school, not only by the specific activities offered throughout the year   but for example by the distribution of refurbished computers from the school free of charge to families within the community. 

What we are seeing is a community coming together and statically speaking it is the best practice to involve family members in school activities as it promotes a greater academic and over all success rate for students and contributes to a closer knit community. 

