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James Lyng High School

&

James Lyng Community Learning Center

November Newsletter

Welcome
This year James Lyng welcomes a number of fresh faces, both students and staff.  Our present enrolment of 253 includes some 47 Secondary 1 students as well as transfers from other schools into our Secondary 2-5 classes.  We are happy to see the return of Ms. Bortolotti (French), Ms. Vaudry (Art & P.O.P.), and Mr. Mier (History, Law ).  Brand new to the teaching staff is Mr. Broomfield (Physical Science, Math, Law) and we are happy that he joined us after getting acquainted with the school last year as a substitute and tutor.  Our new administration, Mr. Craig Olenik (Principal) and Ms. Gail Callender (Vice-principal) have set JLHS on a path for success for 2008-9.  We look forward to a great year ahead.

 For Parents 
Our first spaghetti dinner for families of grade 7 students as well as families from our local elementary schools took place on October 22.  Dinner was prepared by school staff and served by parent representatives from the CLC.  Entertainment came from Justin Jackson, a JLHS graduate and recent finalist on So You Think You Can Dance Canada.  Other social evenings are planned throughout the year
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                                                           Craig Olenik, Principal, and Maria Di Stavolo

                                                            Parent/Student Animator, prepare dinner for

                                                            Family guests at James Lyng.

French conversation classes, as well as Basic English are being offered on Saturday at JLHS through CLC partnership with Adult Education and Vocational Services and community programs at Westmount Park and St. John Bosco schools.  Classes are free for eligible parents and babysitting is offered for children from 3-12 years of
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age 

Saturday means activity for the whole

    Family at James Lyng

Two programs for parents are coming up in the near future through a partnership arrangement with CCS. .  One, called The Survival Guide for Parenting Teenagers will bring us together for knowledge, tools, fellowship and mutual support.  We will look at how to stop fighting and start[image: image4.jpg]


                    communication, and why teenagers behave the way they do.                                 More information will be available in the next newsletter, but we                              will be holding places open (free) for those who call the                                     school (514-846-8814) now to register.  Please ask for Allannah Murphy .

The other program is an art workshop where parents can get some instruction in painting or drawing, and have a chance to relax and be creative.  Again, please call the school and ask for Allannah.

A number of activities will take place in November on the topic of entrepreneurship.  For anyone interested in starting a business centered on art or performance, a workshop at James Lyng will take place November 20 at 6:30 pm; the title of the workshop is “Business Skills for Creative Souls.”   The workshop is free and open to all.  More information can be found on the web at www.buildingcommunities.ca.
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Walk-a-thon

Our annual Walk-A-Thon took place on September 10 with students

 trekking to raise money for Generations Foundation, Tyndale St. Georges,

 and their in-school activities program.

Activities      
This year James Lyng offers a number of after school program opportunities.  There is a Drama Club, Stepping, Steelpans and a variety of sports at lunch and after school.  Several students are participating in a media project with the Atwater Library and cooking for fun and good health begins next week, on November 11th.  Our special interest locales set to offer instruction and services in hairdressing, woodworking and visual arts are on track to open in the next months through a Co-Op project in development through the Community Learning Center.

Air Canada
Our good friends at Air Canada Financial returned to the school last month to present us with a range of materials to support students, from disposable cameras to art materials and organization materials.  Their interest in our school is very much appreciated and we look forward to other joint activities in the coming months.

Hockey News

With so many James Lyng teams competing in GMAA sports we sometimes forget our hockey club.  This year we have seen a big increase in participation with about 20 community members turning out at Gadbois every Wednesday afternoon.  A big thank you goes out to the Concordia Stingers who donation of used equipment has 

Made it possible for many more players to turn out
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                                                 Assistant Coach & Equipment Manager Dave Cuffey 

                                                  Gets ready for practice

Literacy News

This year we are really focussing on improving reading within our community.  This means projects like the Daily 5 and Oh Me Oh Life in our classes; but it also means reaching out to younger brothers and sisters and to parents who want to do more to help their children at home.[image: image7..pict]
We have acquired a selection of books for the 2-5 year-old crowd 

through our Group Affiliate membership in the Quebec Federation 

of Home & School Associations, and these are available in our school

 Library for students to bring home to read to little ones in the 

house.  As part of Family Literacy Day in January we plan to host an event for the www.learnquebec.ca) and these are available from the homeroom teacher or community, to give tips and practice on reading to the very young to set them on a path to enjoy this skill and pastime for life.  Stay tuned for more details.

Congratulations

Last Thursday, October 30 the EMSB scholarships were presented at the Board’s head office.  We congratulate Marilyn Hoang and Dipta Nath Chowdhury, graduates of 2008 who each received a $500 award in recognition of their outstanding performance in high school.

Tutors[image: image8..pict]
We have several tutors available after school and we encourage you to have your child make use of this service.  After school tutoring takes place in the Resource Room (113) on Monday, Tuesday            and Thursday.  In addition the school has additional support available in                  classes for Science and Math and for French Second Language.                                 Some of you may not know that LEARN has free on-line                                    tutoring which students can access from home.  Every James                           Lyng has a username and password for the LEARN site                             (from Sue Meyer, Guidance Counsellor or Allannah Murphy in the CLC.  A number of community organizations also offer tutoring and information on these programs is also available from Sue or Allannah.

Term One

The first of four terms for this 2008-9 school year ended on October 31 and report cards are being prepared.  Parent Night is Thursday November 13 from 3-5 and 6-9 pm and it is very important that all parents attend.  This is an excellent opportunity to show your child that you are interested in his/her school success and support his/her teachers in their efforts to make this possible.

Planning for the Future
Another very important goal for us at James Lyng is making sure that each student has a dream for their future.  School success is they key to economic independence and citizenship and we make every effort to work with our youth to develop a plan for AHS (After High School).  We are fortunate to be working with the YMCA on a program called You Can Go which addresses this very issue.  We will also host a Trades and Vocations Fair here at the school on November 19th, where students will have an opportunity to meet representatives of a number of businesses and training centers to get a taste of what might be there for them in the future.  Parents too are welcome to come and visit the kiosks from 9:30 – 12:30.

Outings   
Youth learn everywhere and we have tried to arrange a number of interesting outings to support their work in the classroom.  Our 4’s and 5’s had the opportunity to attend a private screening of the film Passchendaele as part of their study of Canadian History and the 5’s have also visited the Palais de Justice for their Law class.  Students from the McGill Students Association will be animating a number of workshops throughout the year with the James Lyng students.[image: image9..pict]
Mr. Carignan’s secondary 1 class has been hard at work 

writing a magazine about their interests and their community

 and as part of this project they spent an afternoon                       

walking the neighbourhood to photograph and discover some 

local history.

Mr. Carignan’s class will be fundraising in the next weeks in order to have an overnight stay at the Ecomuseum.  There will be a bake sale on December 4th, and an ongoing collection of empty bottles and cans for recycling, so try to help out.
French Second Language students will be attending a play at the Theatre de Rideau Vert and we expect to have other outings to enrich the learning experience of our youth
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                                               A limited number of yearbooks from 2007-8 are still

                                                available.  The cost is 20$ per copy and they will be                            

                                                 on sale during lunch hours and at Parent Night next

                                                   Thursday.  Don’t miss this opportunity to have a 

                                                     piece of James Lyng history and memorabilia.

Your opinions are valuable to us please contact the school with any comments or suggestions.
