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Out and About

Mr. Carignan’s Secondary 1 boys class has worked hard all term on a variety of projects and events.  They have been building rockets, writing a newspaper, visiting the St. Henri library and raising money in a number of ways.  With the proceeds of their fundraising they plan a trip to Ottawa and a sleepover at the Canada Science and Technology Museum.
The Senior trip to New York Takes place April 30th – May 2nd and we hope they have a wonderful time.   

Leadership students have just returned from a 3-day event uniting schools from across the English Montreal School Board at Camp Kinkora. Congratulations go out to this group and to their animator Ms. Tania Humphrey for a year of work in support of the James Lyng community.
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Alumni Event
On April 26th graduates from James Lyng’s past were invited to a Wall of Fame Event.  Honoured this year were Ms. Michele Ciampini, Mr. Wayne Commeford, Ms. Ursula Moskal and Mr. Don Belec.  The event raised several thousand dollars to support James Lyng present students.  Thanks to all the members of the Alumni and to the members of the Air Canada finance department for their contribution of air tickets for the raffle.
In Sports

Our teams have mostly wrapped up for the year, and activities such as hockey and Karate are also at an end.  We are very proud of our basketball teams this year for having received an award for good sportsmanship from the GMAA, representing their exceptional team spirit and conduct on and off the playing field.
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Graduation

The graduation ceremony for our class of 2007 was held on March 30 with 22 new alumni wearing the cap and gown to celebrate together.  Judy Stevens was an exceptionally moving guest speaker.  Nine awards and seven bursaries were presented as well as laptop computers from Generations Foundation.  The family spirit of the day was a great tribute to the James Lyng tradition. 
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VCN Presentations
We are fortunate to have in our school a Video Conference facility which allows us to have real-time hook up with locations around the city, the province and the world.  Recently we have had presentations for parents on helping students with organizational and study skills, and being a life coach for youth.  Students participated in a National Entrepreneurship Day event.  Please let us know what topics might be of interest to you, as there are endless possibilities

Recycling
We have recently begun a project to collect batteries and cell phones which are no longer in use.  Please take this opportunity to make a green choice for some of these ‘garbage’ items.  The school is looking into widening its recycling options for next year and more information on that will be available in the new term.
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Tutoring
Free on line tutoring is available from LEARN Quebec.  All students have a username and password to access this service.  Further information may be obtained from Sue Meyer, the Guidance Counsellor or Allannah Murphy Community Learning Center Coordinator
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Sugaring Off
Four busloads of James Lyng students and staff feasted on Quebec’s annual maple syrup harvest at La Goudrelle on April 11.  It was a great day to spend in the countryside, and students took the opportunity to do some climbing and enjoy a hayride.

Weekend Adult Classes
Courses in Basic and Intermediate French have begun for parents on Saturdays and are expected to continue in the Fall.  At the present time we are looking at expanding the range of courses which will be offered.  To save paper, please indicate here what might interest you for September 2008., and return to the Main Office at James Lyng (or send an e-mail to amurphy@emsb.qc.ca)

(  )
French

(  )
Computers

(  )
Bicycle Repair

(  )
Basic Carpentry

(  )
Yoga

(  )
Dance

(  )
__________________(other)
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For the first time, James Lyng Parents are organizing an end-of-year event where all our families, from youngest to oldest cam celebrate together

This will take place at the school on Saturday June 7 

There will be a Garage Sale from 9 – 12 noon, followed by a 

 Bar-B-Q, soccer game, tug-of-war, balloons, parachute games and more…..

Are you playing soccer against teachers & students?  Please sign up at our website:  www.emsb.qc.ca/jameslyng  Can you help?  Please call Lana Henderson at 514-887-2841 or call Miss Maria or Allannah Murphy at school 514-846-8814

We have lots of prizes to offer that day including dinners for two:

Anancy Authentic Jamaican Cuisine 6587 Somerled, 

Mango Bay Caribbean Restaurant 1202 Bishop

Oink Oink on Greene Avenue, (Gift Basket)
Backpacks & Videos from the WWE, 
and much, much more. So mark the date on your calendar now

Working

Ms. Bourne’s Secondary 4 boys class has recently completed a radio project with Blue Metropolis creating a radio segment on sports.  They interviewed former boxing champ Otis Grant, former football star Shawn Daniels, and Kevin Figsby, coach of the Concordia Stingers.  

Meanwhile a partnership with Tyndale St. Georges has made internship spots available for a number of youth to give them the opportunity to try out a field of employment.  This is a great way too, to get that first experience and perhaps land a summer job. 

These projects are a great way for students to gain experience in fields they might see as future career choices and we thank all our partners for making them possible
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Winter Carnival
This year’s carnival was a success with students attending a magical performance by Scott Hammell, spending an activity day at Récréathèque and finishing off their week with an outdoor day at Pierre Trudeau Park in Cote St. Luc.  Thanks go out to the staff organizers Ms. Iaizzo, Ms. Priolo, and Ms. Stein Sacks and to all the students whose enthusiasm made it happen
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Heart Health
As part of their study of biology, Mr. Devlon’s class did extra research on heart-healthy practices and conducted a survey at Alexis Nihon to measure people’s participation in these practices.  Also Dr. Kaberi Dasgupta of the McGill University Health Center made a presentation via our VCN on Pedometer use.  
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The Arts
Ms. Stein Sacks’ grade 7 class is hard at work on a magazine which will showcase students’ creative projects.  Titled TAP (Take A Picture) the ‘zine will be available in June

Poet Kaie Kellough made a recent appearance in senior English in April as part of a partnership with the Quebec Writers Federation.  

The Montreal Shakespeare Theatre Company will perform a modern version of The Tempest on May 22 at James Lyng.  If you are free during the day and interested in attending, please call the school and speak with

Allannah Murphy.

