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Québec High School and its surrounding area activity

DAY 1

1. What do we find in every community?

· Roads, streets

· Hospitals, clinics, CLSCs

· Schools (all levels: private & public, elementary & high school, cegeps, etc.)

· Churches (religious institutions)

· Cultural institutions (theatres, museums, monuments, parks)

· Financial institutions (banks, caisses populaires)

2. Take out a wall size map of school and surroundings (may be obtained on Google or Mapquest and projected on a wall)

Locate the school

Ask students if they can locate some of the elements listed above.

3. Divide the territory in 9 sectors (depending on the number of students you may have in a class). 

Assign a sector per team of 3 students  (no more than a 30 minute walk from the school)

Distribute a map to each team on which their sector is outlined

Each team will survey their territory:

· Schools

· Health institutions

· Financial institutions

· Cultural institutions

· Religious institutions

DAY 2

Students go out and explore. They must bring back their results for next class. (Encourage them to take pictures)

DAY 3

Each team is to choose 2 interesting elements from their respective area and do some research. Both elements cannot be taken from the same ‘category’.

The research will seek the following information on each element:

· Historical background

· Today’ s function (contribution to the community)

· $ worth (check out municipal tax rolls)

· picture, interviews, etc.

Interesting source of information: www.statcan.ca  - check out community profile

With this information students will prepare a Power Point presentation to share with classmates.

DAY 4

Presentation of research results  (see evaluation grid for written part only). The presentation to the class is not formally evaluated, it is just for the class’ enjoyment and for all to learn more about the school’s immediate surroundings.

Part II 

Question for students:

Do you see a pattern in the names of the streets in your sector?

Choose 2 street names from your sector and be prepared to make another presentation to your classmates.

· Why did you choose these 2 particular streets?

· Who / What are your streets named after?

Another Power Point presentation

Part III

Invite a Geographer to speak to your students (local university professor or cegep teacher).

