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The Direction générale du financement et de l’équipement published the document Mise à niveau des locaux pour les cours du deuxième cycle du secondaire pour répondre aux besoins liés au renouveau pédagogique (Upgrading classrooms to meet the needs of education reform in Secondary Cycle Two 
courses) and distributed it to school board physical resources managers on May 15, 2007.

This synthesis document draws on information in files B-6 and B-8 of the aforementioned publication. The changes required for setting up the classroom are described in section C, entitled Fiches relatives à l’évaluation des investissements (Investment-evaluation documents).

Briefly, the amounts required for setting up a POP classroom are:
· $8000 to purchase tool kits (permanent material)

· around $1000
 for non-permanent material for the tool kits

· $6000 for required furniture
 and safety equipment

· the sums
 for the purchase of computers

The Fédération des commissions scolaires has planned three phases of co-op purchases.
  In the first phase, ending in June 2007, each POP classroom received 17 tool kits. The second phase will involve the delivery of 33 more tool kits in November 2007. The third phase is planned for the 2008-2009 school year. All these tool kits are required to provide for the exploration of all the sectors of interest.


The program requires computers with Internet access—preferably 22 for every 32 students—and work tables for use with the materials or tools. Specifications for this equipment are given in document B-6, which also calls for protected surfaces for some workspaces.

Minimum computer system requirements


Here is the minimum computer setup required for the smooth functioning of software and freeware used for personal orientation projects. Each student should have a “virtual office” to save his or her work, with a minimum of 15 MB of space, or at least 15MB of space on the school or school board server.
A minimum of Pentium IV (or G-4 on a MAC) with a minimum of the following:

· 512 MB RAM

· 3D Graphic card (capable of base graphical manipulation and streaming video)

· 32 MB Video RAM (64 MB or better recommended)

· Sound card and speakers and/or headset (ear phones) with splitters if needed

· Microsoft Windows XP or better, OSX

· CD/DVD Reader (both CD and DVD formats)

· Internet Explorer (6.0 or higher), Safari or FireFox

· MS Office, Open Office or AppleWorks

· Adobe Acrobat Reader

· Windows Media Player (WIN or MAC version as needed)

· Flash Reader (latest stable version)

· Shockwave (latest stable version)

· QuickTime player (latest stable version)

· Real Player Basic (latest stable version)

Access to:

· Laser printer
· Colour inkjet printer

· LCD projector (multimedia projector)

· Digital camera (not required if ordering tool kits that come with digital camera)
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1. Depending on the number of classes using the POP classroom.


2. I.e. the $29 million announced by MELS for the purchase of computer equipment. 


3. Given ministerialConditional on program approval by the Minister..


4. The tool kits are currently being translated into English.  The number of kits available by date reflects refers to the kits available in French.





�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��General comments: Many of my revisions involved maintaining consistency in terminology, spelling, capitalization and format. Some examples of inconsistencies: Website/Web site, sub-total/subtotal, tool kit/project kit, etc. Also, the same format should be used for all addresses, for regular telephone numbers (I've accepted a different format for 1-800 numbers), etc.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� There were tracked changes in the original document. Please note that there should be no tracked changes in documents submitted.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��MELS usage.


�I understand that this is the translation but if I look at the measure annex B-6 page 2, it covers computer tables, work plans and protective carpets.  Is another word more appropriate?


�The first phase would make around 12 or so tool kits per POP classroom available by August 2007.  The second phase comprises the deliver of the final tool kits for winter 2008.  All of these tool kits are required.  However, your board can selectively order the French tool kits at the same time.  The Directors of Educational Services are determining if this is the most suitable means of obtaining the tool kits. When a final decision is made in the near future, your school board will have all the necessary information.  (the footnote should be dated perhaps?)
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