Academic Debate – Script

This House will come to order.  I am pleased to welcome you all to the ____ round of the ____________________________ Debating Tournament.  
The topic being debated today is:  (Read resolution)

Seated on my RIGHT representing the Affirmative Side are the First Affirmative Speaker (read name) 

and the Second Affirmative Speaker (read name)                

Speaking for the Negative Side will be its First Speaker (read name) 

and the Second Negative Speaker (read name)

On behalf of the House, I extend a special welcome to our Judges (read their names)

The clerk of the house is (read name)

And I, (your name), am your Moderator.
The debaters will have 4 minutes in which to deliver their remarks.  There will be a break of 2 minutes after which the debaters will have 2 minutes each for Rebuttal.

The Clerk will indicate how much speaking time is remaining by raising the time cards.  Will the timer please explain the method of timing?  (Timer explains)  After each debater sits down,  I will immediately call on the next debater to begin his or her address. 

Heckling and Formal Questions will be permitted, though Judges are to penalize any debater who interrupts another thoughtlessly or excessively or who lowers the level of debate. Judges should not confer with one another until after they have scored the debate.

Are there any questions regarding the rules? 

I call upon the First Affirmative Speaker to deliver the resolution, define its terms, and outline the Affirmative’s case. 

(After the First Affirmative’s speech say:)

I thank the First Affirmative Speaker for his/her remarks and remind the Judges that they should not finalize any debater’s score until they have heard all the speeches.  We shall now hear the First Negative’s speech.

(After the First Negative’s speech, say:)

Thank you for your remarks.  I now call upon the Second Affirmative Speaker to deliver the final constructive speech in support of the resolution.

(After the Second Affirmative’s speech, say:)

Thank you.  The Second Negative will now deliver the last speech opposing the resolution.  It is his/her responsibility to complete the attack on the Affirmative’s case and to defend and summarize the position of the Negative. 

(After the Second Negative’s speech, say:)

I thank the Second Negative and now declare a 2-minute recess during which the debaters are to prepare their rebuttals. 

(After recess, say:)

 I now call upon the First Negative to present the Negative Side’s Official Rebuttal.  

(After the First Negative’s Rebuttal, say:)

I thank the First Negative and now call upon the First Affirmative to present the Affirmative Side’s Official Rebuttal 

(After the First Affirmative’s Rebuttal, say:)

I thank the First Affirmative and now call upon the Second Negative to present the Negative Side’s Final Rebuttal.  

(After the Second Negative’s Rebuttal, say:)

I thank the Second Negative and now call upon the Second Affirmative to present the Affirmative Side’s Final Rebuttal 

(After the Second Affirmative’s Rebuttal, say:)

I thank the Second Affirmative for concluding the debate.  Would the judges please give me the score sheets as soon as they have completed them.  Debaters are asked to remain until that time after which the Judges may address comments to them.

On behalf of the House, I thank the Judges and the Clerk for their assistance; I congratulate all the debaters on their performances; and, I thank the members of the Gallery for their attentiveness.  This debate is now concluded.

Provided by Judith Schurman  of the Quebec School Debating Association (QSDA)               


