Cross-Examination Debating Script for Moderators

The debate will come to order.  The resolution before us is:

Arguing in favour of the resolution are the first affirmative:

And the second affirmative:

Arguing against the resolution are the first negative:

And the second negative:

I, 


am your moderator, and the timer is:

Speeches may be no longer than 5 minutes, questioning no longer than 2 minutes, and rebuttals no longer than 2 minutes.  The timer will now explain the method of timing.  (PAUSE) Heckling, points or order, and points of personal privilege are NOT allowed.

Are there any questions about the rules? 

1. I now call upon the 1st affirmative speaker to deliver her/his speech, after which she/he will be questioned by the 1st negative. (After speech and cross ex, go to #2)

2. I thank the 1st affirmative and call upon the 1st negative to speak after which she/he will be questioned by the 2nd affirmative. (After speech and cross ex, go to #3)

3. I thank the 1st negative and now call upon the 2nd affirmative who will then be cross-examined by the 2nd negative. (After speech and cross ex, go to #4) 

4. I thank the 2nd affirmative and call upon the 2nd negative who will be questioned by the 1st affirmative. (After speech and cross ex, go to #5)

5.  There will now be a 3-minute break to prepare rebuttals.

I call upon the 1st negative to deliver her/his rebuttal 

reminding her/him that she/he may not introduce any new arguments.

Now, I call upon the 1st affirmative to deliver her/his rebuttal . . .

Next, I call upon the 2nd negative to deliver her/his rebuttal . . .

Finally, I call upon the 2nd affirmative to deliver the last rebuttal…

I thank all of the members for their speeches.  The debate is complete.  Judges are asked to complete their sheets. Once I collect the evaluations, the judges may make comments if they wish.  I remind the judges that they may NOT reveal individual or team scores.  The debaters may cross the floor and shake hands.
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