Parliamentary Debating: Speaker’s Script

The House will come to order.  The resolution before the House is:

Arguing in favour of the resolution are the Prime Minister:

And the Minister of the Crown:

Arguing against the resolution is Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition, consisting of the First Opposition Member:

And the Leader of the Opposition:

I, 

am the speaker and the clerk is:

The judges are:

The Prime Minister will deliver a speech of no longer than 4 minutes and a rebuttal of no longer than 2 minutes.  The speeches of the Member Opposite and the Minister of the Crown may be no longer than 5 minutes.  The Leader of the Opposition has 6 minutes.  The clerk will indicate how much time has elapsed.  Heckling is allowed if reasonable but will be banned by the speaker or the judges if it becomes rowdy.  Points of order and personal privilege are allowed, but points of information are NOT allowed.  The judges will penalize any debater who interrupts another excessively or maliciously.  However, good clash between debaters is encouraged.

· I now call upon the right honourable, the Prime Minister to deliver her/his speech.

· I thank the Prime Minister and call upon the first Opposition member to deliver her/his speech.

· I thank the first Opposition member and now call upon the 2nd Government speaker.

· I thank the 2nd Government speaker and now call upon the Leader of the Opposition, reminding her/him not to introduce any new arguments in the final two minutes of the speech.

· I thank the Leader of the Opposition and call upon the Prime Minister to deliver the final rebuttal, reminding her/him not to introduce any two arguments at this time.

I thank all of the members for their speeches.  The House is adjourned.  If there is time, the judges may make comments if they wish.  Judges are reminded NOT to reveal individual or team scores.  The members may cross the floor to shake hands.
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