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Excerpt from: 
 

PART I 
 

CANADIAN CHARTER OF RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS 
 

   Whereas Canada is founded upon principles that recognize the supremacy of God and the 
rule of law: 

   1. The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms guarantees the rights and freedoms set 
out in it subject only to such reasonable limits prescribed by law as can be demonstrably 
justified in a free and democratic society. 

   2. Everyone has the following fundamental freedoms: 
a) freedom of conscience and religion; 
b) freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression, including freedom of the press 
and other media of communication; 
c) freedom of peaceful assembly; and  
d) freedom of association. 

   3. Every citizen of Canada has the right to vote in an election of members of the House of 
Commons or of a legislative assembly and to be qualified for membership therein. 
   […] 

   6. (1) Every citizen of Canada has the right to enter, remain in and leave Canada. 

   (2) Every citizen of Canada and every person who has the status of a permanent resident of 
Canada has the right 

a) to move to and take up residence in any province; and 
b) to pursue the gaining of a livelihood in any province. 

   […] 

   7. Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of the person and the right not to be 
deprived thereof except in accordance with the principles of fundamental justice. 

   8. Everyone has the right to be secure against unreasonable search or seizure. 

   9. Everyone has the right not to be arbitrarily detained or imprisoned. 

   10. Everyone has the right on arrest or detention 
a) to be informed promptly of the reasons therefor; 
b) to retain and instruct counsel without delay and to be informed of that right; and 
c) to have the validity of the detention determined by way of habeas corpus and to be 
released if the detention is not lawful. 



 

   11. Any person charged with an offence has the right 
a) to be informed without unreasonable delay of the specific offence; 
b) to be tried within a reasonable time; 
c) not to be compelled to be a witness in proceedings against that person in respect of 
the offence; 
d) to be presumed innocent until proven guilty according to law in a fair and public 
hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal; 
[…] 

   12. Everyone has the right not to be subjected to any cruel and unusual treatment or 
punishment. 
   […] 

   15. (1) Every individual is equal before and under the law and has the right to the equal 
protection and equal benefit of the law without discrimination and, in particular, without 
discrimination based on race, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, age or mental or 
physical disability. 
   […] 

   16. (1) English and French are the official languages of Canada and have equality of status 
and equal rights and privileges as to their use in all institutions of the Parliament and 
government of Canada. 
   […] 

   17. (1) Everyone has the right to use English or French in any debates and other 
proceedings of Parliament. 
   […] 

   23. (1) Citizens of Canada 
a) whose first language learned and still understood is that of the English or French 
linguistic minority population of the province in which they reside, or 
b) who have received their primary school instruction in Canada in English or French 
and reside in a province where the language in which they received that instruction is 
the language of the English or French linguistic minority population of the province,  

have the right to have their children receive primary and secondary school instruction in that 
language in that province. 
   […] 

   24. (1) Anyone whose rights or freedoms, as guaranteed by this Charter, have been 
infringed or denied may apply to a court of competent jurisdiction to obtain such remedy as 
the court considers appropriate and just in the circumstances. 

   (2) Where, in proceedings under subsection (1), a court concludes that evidence was 
obtained in a manner that infringed or denied any rights or freedoms guaranteed by this 
Charter, the evidence shall be excluded if it is established that, having regard to all the 
circumstances, the admission of it in the proceedings would bring the administration of 
justice into disrepute. 



 

   28. Notwithstanding anything in this Charter, the rights and freedoms referred to in it are 
guaranteed equally to male and female persons. 
   […] 

   34. This Part may be cited as the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 
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