LEARN Quick and Easy  ( 2009


[image: image6.jpg]


Quick N' Easy:    Canada in 1842.  Dickens’ experience, images.
Produced by Sam Allison and the team from the Jeanie Johnston Educational Foundation( JJEF)  
	THEME
	Population, Economy and Development

	SUBJECT AREA
	History and Citizenship. Secondary Cycle 2 Year 4

	DESIGNATED FOCUS
	The effects of economic activity on the organization of the society and the territory.
The effects of natural population change and migration on the formation of the population and the settlement of the territory

	COMPETENCIES
	Subject Competencies: 

Competency 1  Examines social phenomena from an historical perspective:  Looks at social phenomena in their complexity;
Explores social phenomena in the light of the past
Competency 2 Interprets social phenomena:  Explains social phenomena by seeking explanatory factors.
Cross-Curricular Competencies
· Use information



	PROGRAM CONTENT 
	Concepts:   Settlement

Essential Knowledge:   Relations with the Native peoples


	OTHER QEP CONNECTIONS
	BAL:   Citizenship




	OVERVIEW

	Students use the writings of Charles Dickens visiting Canada in the 1842s, along with images representing the times, to determine the effects of economic activity on territory and reasons for migration to Canada






	INCLUDED RESOURCES

	
Excerpts from American Notes for General Circulation (Ch. 15) by Charles Dickens
http://www.canadiana.org/view/34943/0005 
CIHM no. 34943, from Early Canadiana Online, produced by Canadiana.org
Activities [questions] related to Charles Dickens’ comments of 1842




	PROCESS: 



	ACTIVITY 1 

Read the following excerpts from American Notes for General Circulation



	American Notes for General Circulation 
http://www.canadiana.org/view/34943/0005 
CIHM no. 34943, from Early Canadiana Online, produced by Canadiana.org


”The Ghost of Christmas Present” a print from the book 
 A Christmas Carol by famous British author Charles Dickens

What word for a miser (cheap person) grew from the smaller character on the right of this print? 

The following paragraphs were written by Charles Dickens during his 1842 visit to Canada.

We left Kingston for Montreal on the tenth of May, at half-past nine in the morning, and proceeded in a steamboat down the St. Lawrence river. The beauty of this noble stream at almost any point, but especially in the commencement of this journey when it winds its way among the thousand Islands, can hardly be imagined.  Par. 1 (P1)
In the afternoon we shot down some rapids where the river boiled and bubbled strangely, and where the force and headlong violence of the current were tremendous. At seven o'clock we reached Dickenson's Landing, whence travellers proceed for two or three hours by stage-coach: the navigation of the river being rendered so dangerous and difficult in the interval, by rapids, that steamboats do not make the passage. The number and length of those PORTAGES, over which the roads are bad, and the travelling slow, render the way between the towns of Montreal and Kingston, somewhat tedious. (P2)

The morning was ushered in by a violent thunderstorm, and was very wet, but gradually improved and brightened up.
[image: image1.jpg]


 Library & Archives Canada C-073702
The First Lumber Raft down the Ottawa
Going on deck after breakfast, I was amazed to see floating down with the stream, a most gigantic raft, with some thirty or forty wooden houses upon it, and at least as many flag-masts, so that it looked like a nautical street. I saw many of these rafts afterwards, but never one so large. All the timber, or 'lumber,' as it is called in America, which is brought down the St. Lawrence, is floated down in this manner. When the raft reaches its place of destination, it is broken up; the materials are sold; and the boatmen return for more. At noon we went on board another steamboat, and reached the village of Lachine, nine miles from Montreal, by three o'clock. There, we left the river, and went on by land. (P3)
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Quebec City, 1840’s.              Library & Archives Canada C-090 135
What happened to the “gigantic raft” seen by Dickens? What cargo did ships carry to Quebec?(P7)

Montreal is pleasantly situated on the margin of the St. Lawrence, and is backed by some bold heights, about which there are charming rides and drives…They display a great variety of very good shops; and both in the town and suburbs there are many excellent private dwellings. The granite quays are remarkable for their beauty, solidity, and extent. There is a very large Catholic cathedral here, recently erected with two tall spires, of which one is yet unfinished.…The Government House is very superior to that at Kingston, and the town is full of life and bustle. In one of the suburbs is a plank road - not footpath - five or six miles long, and a famous road it is too. All the rides in the vicinity were made doubly interesting by the bursting out of spring, which is here so rapid, that it is but a day's leap from barren winter, to the blooming youth of summer. (P4)

The steamboats to Quebec perform the journey in the night; that is to say, they leave Montreal at six in the evening, and arrive at Quebec at six next morning. We made this excursion during our stay in Montreal (which exceeded a fortnight), and were charmed by its interest and beauty. (P5)

The impression made upon the visitor by this Gibraltar of America: its giddy heights; its citadel suspended, as it were, in the air; its picturesque steep streets and frowning gateways; and the splendid views which burst upon the eye at every turn: is at once unique and lasting. (P6)
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 Jeanie Johnston Educational Foundation Archives
The Jeanie Johnston, emigrant ship of the late 1840’s.

In the spring of the year, vast numbers of emigrants who have newly arrived from England or from Ireland, pass between Quebec and Montreal on their way to the backwoods and new settlements of Canada. If it be an entertaining lounge (as I very often found it) to take a morning stroll upon the quay at Montreal, and see them grouped in hundreds on the public wharfs about their chests and boxes, it is matter of deep interest to be their fellow-passenger on one of these steamboats, and mingling with the concourse, see and hear them unobserved. (P7)

The vessel in which we returned from Quebec to Montreal was crowded with them, and at night they spread their beds between decks (those who had beds, at least), and slept so close and thick about our cabin door, that the passage to and fro was quite blocked up. They were nearly all English; from Gloucestershire the greater part; and had had a long winter-passage out; but it was wonderful to see how clean the children had been kept, and how untiring in their love and self-denial all the poor parents were. (P8)
We left Montreal for New York again, on the thirtieth of May, crossing to La Prairie, on the opposite shore of the St. Lawrence, in a steamboat; we then took the railroad to St. John's, which is on the brink of Lake Champlain. Our last greeting in Canada was from the English officers in the pleasant barracks at that place (a class of gentlemen who had made every hour of our visit memorable by their hospitality and friendship); and with 'Rule Britannia' sounding in our ears, soon left it far behind. (P9)
But Canada has held, and always will retain, a foremost place in my remembrance. To me - who had been accustomed to think of it as something left behind in the strides of advancing society, as something neglected and forgotten, slumbering and wasting in its sleep - the demand for labour and the rates of wages; the busy quays of Montreal; the vessels taking in their cargoes, and discharging them; the amount of shipping in the different ports; the commerce, roads, and public works, all made TO LAST; the respectability and character of the public journals; and the amount of rational comfort and happiness which honest industry may earn: were very great surprises. The steamboats on the lakes, in their conveniences, cleanliness, and safety; in the gentlemanly character and bearing of their captains; and in the politeness and perfect comfort of their social regulations; are unsurpassed even by the famous Scotch vessels, deservedly so much esteemed at home. (P10)
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Raft, broken by rocks on Ottawa River rapids.          Library & Archives Canada C-040783
How is the crew rescued?(centre) Look at the two pictures on rafting and explain why it was a dangerous job and why it was well paid.
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“The Taking of Quebec” 1759                                Library & Archives  Canada  CA ANC C-41082
This print tells the story of the landing of the British, the climbing of the cliffs then the lining up of the redcoats across the Plains of Abraham. The French in blue then came out of the city to fight.

Dickens writes about Quebec City

Apart from the realities of this most picturesque city, there are associations clustering about it which would make a desert rich in interest. The dangerous precipice along whose rocky front, Wolfe and his brave companions climbed to glory; the Plains of Abraham, where he received his mortal wound; the fortress so chivalrously defended by Montcalm; and his soldier's grave, dug for him while yet alive, by the bursting of a shell; are not the least among them, or among the gallant incidents of history. That is a noble Monument too, and worthy of two great nations, which perpetuates the memory of both brave generals, and on which their names are jointly written. 


	Activity 2   

ACTIVITIES [QUESTIONS] RELATED TO CHARLES DICKENS’ COMMENTS OF 1842
(Teachers can remove red answer guides.)

	1. What were Canadians building in the 1830s-40s to make river travel from Kingston to Montreal less “dangerous and difficult”? (P2) 
CANALS
_____________________________________________________________________
2. In Paragraph 3, the “place of destination” is Quebec City. What do Dickens’ observations  tell us about Canada’s economy at this time? 
Many worked in timber industry
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
3. Who was coming into Canada on the ships that were used to take timber out from Quebec City? (P7 & 8)    Immigrants
_____________________________________________________________________

4. Using the evidence in Paragraph 3, 7, and 8 what do you think conditions were like on those ships that brought immigrants to Canada?   Bad, just converted timber ships.
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
5. What method did Dickens use to travel to St. John’s (St. Jean) that continues today? (P9) Railway
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
6. What evidence is there that explains why Canada attracted immigrants in the 1840s? (P10)
The demand for labour and the rates of wages; the busy quays of Montreal; the vessels taking in their cargoes, and discharging them; the amount of shipping in the different ports; the commerce, roads, and public works, all made TO LAST; the respectability and character of the public journals; and the amount of rational comfort and happiness which honest industry may earn the politeness and perfect comfort of their social regulations; are unsurpassed even by the famous Scotch vessels

_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________


