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Quick N' Easy:   Considering the role of state during WW2
Complimentary activities and resources in support of Quebec Education Programs. 
Produced by Sam Allison and the team from the Jeanie Johnston Foundation( JJF) 
	THEME
	Role of the state (Modernization, Year 1)

	SUBJECT AREA
	History and Citizenship. Secondary Cycle 2 Year 1 

	DESIGNATED FOCUS
	The relationship between changes in attitudes and the role of the state.
( The right of the citizen and the power of the state during wars and other emergencies.

	COMPETENCIES
	Subject Competencies: 

C3  Citizenship through the study of history:  Discusses social issues

Evaluates the balance of power, Establishes and expresses his/her opinion
Cross-Curricular Competencies
· Use information

· Communicates Appropriately 
· Critical Judgment

	PROGRAM CONTENT 
	Concepts:  Issue, Interventionism, Public sphere

	OTHER QEP CONNECTIONS
	BAL: Citizenship


	OVERVIEW

	Students consider the execution of deserters, the rights of the citizens, and the power of the state during wars and other emergencies.  They make cases around the guiding question, 
Has the state the right to shoot deserters in wartime?



	INCLUDED RESOURCES

	Situation text and vocabulary

Task:  Write a believable account for BOTH sides in a trial.
Task:  Create various outlines for interpretation of situation and position statements from lawyers for defence and prosecution during trial.




	PROCESS: 




	Situation text and vocabulary

Read the text and write a believable account for BOTH sides in a trial.


	 “SHOT AT DAWN”

In the half-light before dawn,
two deserters, blindfolded, strapped to their seats and
placarded with white targets over the heart,
were shot by a firing squad from their own battalion

                       Major K. Weatherbe, Canadian Engineers (July 3, 1917)

In total, twenty-five Canadian soldiers were executed during WWI by their own army.  Twenty-two were executed for desertion, two for murder, and one for cowardice.  The British shot 323 of their own soldiers; the French 1,637; the Americans 35; the Germans 48, and the Australians 0.
 In 1914, Canada’s adult male population was approximately 3.4 million, of which 420,000 were sent overseas, 56,639 were killed, and 149,732 were wounded. About 3,700 Canadians were taken prisoner. 
A total of 216 Canadian soldiers were sentenced to death, but 191 were pardoned and sent to prison. The percentage of soldiers executed was less than half of one percent of those who served. However, is it necessary to execute soldiers during a war?  Is it a brutal disregard of citizen’s rights or is it safeguarding the lives of the other soldiers?  The Australian Army did not shoot anyone but they had far more trouble with desertion than did the Canadians or British. Did these soldiers who were executed deserve to die?  Is it an example of military and political indifference to the rights of ordinary Canadian citizens?

Your Role.  You are a lawyer in the Canadian army and have to try and defend deserters.  All of the witnesses to the “desertion” have been killed in the recent battle.  Use the vocabulary below to write a believable account for BOTH sides in a trial.  Remember, it is trench warfare in 1917, and at that time they did not yet recognize post-traumatic stress disorder (extreme stress brought on after a shock).

Vocabulary you could use. (A thesaurus, dictionary and Google may also help).  Some words can be applied to both the defence and prosecution. 

Active service (on duty in the battle area)

Disobeyed orders

Shell-shocked(mental disturbance, explosions)

Coward

Duty

Shirker

Callous

Encourage the others

Skiver

Died at their posts

Nerves

Mercy

Deserter

Negligent

Volunteer




	Activity 2  

Outlines for interpretation of situation and position statements from lawyers for defence and prosecution during trial .

	Task
Lawyer for the Defence.
Lawyer for the Prosecution.
Write up the events before the trial according to:
Deserted before the battle.  Found by Military Police hiding in a hospital.
Tell the judges what is  happening in this trial according to:
A miscarriage of justice because he was ordered to go to hospital by his sergeant and Lieutenant both of whom were killed.
A necessary evil because
Sum up your views on whether a sentence of death is justified
No, because
Yes, because
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