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Quick N' Easy:  Mi'kmaq Chief views of world  
Complimentary activities and resources in support of Quebec Education Programs. 
Produced by Sam Allison and the team from the Jeanie Johnston Foundation( JJF) 
	THEME
	First Occupants:  Conception of the World

	SUBJECT AREA
	History and Citizenship. Secondary Cycle 2 Year 1 

	DESIGNATED FOCUS
	The connection between conception of the world and social organization.

	COMPETENCIES
	Subject Competencies:
· Explores social phenomena in the light of the past
(Comp. 1, KF1)

Cross-Curricular Competencies
· Use information

	PROGRAM CONTENT 
	Concepts:   Conception of the world (worldview), environment.

Essential Knowledge:   Economic activities.

Technique:  Interpret a written document.

	OTHER QEP CONNECTIONS
	Could also be used in History and Citizenship. Secondary Cycle 2 Year 1, in Economy and Development theme. 


	OVERVIEW

	These documents and activities help summarize a perceived view of Europeans, as held by a Mi'kmaq Chief from 17th century Gaspe. These views were originally recorded by a French missionary, Chretian LeClerq.  This excerpt from those records helps students understand 17th century life from a native perspective.
Students can use this Q and E to help respond to the guiding question:

How did the traditions and the "worldviews" of First Peoples shape the way their society was organized?


	INCLUDED RESOURCES

	
Adapted excerpt from “New Relation of Gaspesie” 1691 by Father Chretian LeClerq.

Online at Montreal Gazette and variation at History Matters.   Alternate version at Google Books in The Literatures of Colonial America: An Anthology by Susan P. Castillo & Ivy Schweitzer (p. 195)
Vocabulary guide and questions


	PROCESS: 




	ACTIVITY 1
Read the excerpt carefully.

	 

AN ABORIGINAL SPEAKS OUT ABOUT EUROPEANS IN THE 1600's
I am greatly astonished that the French have so little cleverness in the effort to persuade us to convert our poles, our barks, and our wigwams into those houses of stone and of wood which are tall and lofty as the trees. Why do men of five or six feet in height need houses which are sixty to eighty? Hast thou as much ingenuity and cleverness as the Indians who carry their houses and wigwams with them so that they may lodge where so ever they please independently of any lord whatsoever?              (P1)
When thou goest on a voyage thou canst not carry upon thy shoulders thy buildings. Therefore it is necessary that thou make as many lodgings as thou make changes of residences, or else thou lodge in a hired house which does not belong to thee. We consider ourselves much happier than thee. We are very content. Thou deceivest thyself greatly if thou thinkest to persuade us that thy country is better than ours. For if France, as thou sayest, is a little terrestrial paradise, art thou sensible to leave it?            (P2)
We believe further that you are also incomparably poorer than we. You are only simple journeymen, valets, servants, and slaves, all masters and grand captains though you may appear. You glory in our rags and in our miserable suits of beaver which can no longer be of use to us. You find among us, in the fishery for cod, the wherewithal to comfort your misery and the poverty which oppresses you.            (P3)
Your people live as a rule only upon cod which you catch among us. It is everlastingly nothing but cod—cod in the morning, cod at midday, cod at evening. Always cod, until things come to such a pass that if you wish some good morsels, it is at our expense. You are obliged to the Indians whom you despise so much and to beg them to go a-hunting that you may be fed. Now tell me this one little thing if thou hast any sense: Which of these two is wisest and happiest? He who labours without ceasing and only obtains, and that with great trouble, enough to live on. Or he who rests in comfort and finds all that he needs through the pleasure of hunting and fishing?                (P5)
Learn now my brother once and for all, because I must open to thee my heart: There is no Indian who does not consider himself infinitely more happy and more powerful than the French.  (P6)
SAQMOW of the Gaspé Mi'kmaq, Algonquin Chief from 17th Century.


	ACTIVITY 2 
Use the vocabulary in the article to answer the following questions.

	VOCABULARY: 

thou/thee/thy (you, your), ingenuity (cleverness), lodging/residence (house), deceivest (fooling or tricking), terrestrial paradise (earthly heaven), incomparably (can't compare), journeymen (common workman), valet (servant), wherewithal (ability), oppresses (weighs down with worries), morsels (scraps of food), ceasing (stopping), infinitely (forever)

QUESTIONS: 
1. List 2 reasons that explain why Saqmow thought native housing was better than 
European housing. 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

2. What do his comments about European diet in North America tell you about European ability to adapt to the Continent?  (P5)

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 



3. Summarize his views about Europeans in general? (P3) 

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 



4. How does Saqmow criticize the Europeans' attitude towards the New World and their homeland, France?

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 


5. Saqmow criticizes Europeans as poor journeymen and servants living mostly on fish. 
What does this tell you about the way Native society was organized? 

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 




