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Quick N' Easy  :  Father LeClerq impression of Native World Views
Complimentary activities and resources in support of Quebec Education Programs. 
Produced by Sam Allison and the team from the Jeanie Johnston Foundation( JJF) 
	THEME
	First Occupants:  Conception of the World

	SUBJECT AREA
	History and Citizenship. Secondary Cycle 2 Year 1 

	DESIGNATED FOCUS
	The connection between conception of the world and social organization.

	COMPETENCIES
	Subject Competencies:
· Explores social phenomena in the light of the past
(Comp. 1, KF1)

Cross-Curricular Competencies
· Use information

	PROGRAM CONTENT 
	Concepts:   Conception of the world (worldview), spirituality.

Essential Knowledge:  Relationship to the Universe
Technique:  Interpret a written document.

	OTHER QEP CONNECTIONS
	Could also be used in History and Citizenship. Secondary Cycle 2 Year 1, in Economy and Development theme. 


	OVERVIEW

	These documents and activities help summarize Aboriginal views of the world, as perceived by Father Chretian LeClerq in 17th century Gaspe.  This excerpt  helps students understand 17th century life from a native perspective.
Students can use this Q and E to help respond to the guiding question:

How did the traditions and the "worldviews" of First Peoples shape the way their society was organized?


	INCLUDED RESOURCES

	
Adapted excerpt from “New Relation of Gaspésie” 1691 by Father Chretian LeClerq.
As translated in version of The Literatures of Colonial America: An Anthology by Susan P. Castillo & Ivy Schweitzer (p. 195)
Vocabulary guide and questions


	PROCESS: 




	ACTIVITY 1
Read the excerpt carefully.

	 
FATHER LECLERQ WRITING ABOUT THE ORAL HISTORY OF NATIVE PEOPLE:
“They do have, if you will, a vague fantastic idea about the creation of the Earth and of the (1) Flood; they say that when the Sun, which they recognise and worship as a god, created all of this great Universe, he divided the land into several parts, separated from one another by great (3) lakes. In each part he caused a man and a woman to be born, who multiplied and lived long lives; but as they began to treat their children cruelly, and killed one another, the Sun wept in (5) grief, and rain fell from heaven in such abundance that the waters rose to the top of the rocks and of the tallest mountains. This flood, which, they say, occurred all over the world, forced (7) them to embark in their bark canoes […] but this was in vain, for they all unluckily died because of an impetuous gust of wind that made them capsize and fall into this horrible abyss, except for (9) some old men and a few women, who had been the most virtuous and the best. God came to them  then, to console them for the death of their relative and friends, after which He allowed them to live on the earth, in happy tranquillity. He gave them as well the intelligence and industry (12) necessary to trap the beavers and moose necessary for their subsistence.”




	ACTIVITY 2 
Use the vocabulary in the article to answer the following questions.

	VOCABULARY: 

Vocabulary.  Create (to bring into being); Universe (everything, earth/stars/sun/sky); Multiplied (increased in number); Wept (cried); Abundance (large amounts); Embark (to go onboard ship); Impetuous (sudden, forceful); Abyss (deep, bottomless depths); Virtuous (morally good); Console (comfort, lessen grief); Tranquility (peacefulness); Subsistence (the means to stay live)

QUESTIONS: 
1. How was the universe brought into being, according to the text above?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

2. How important were the “great lakes” in their view of the world? (L3 & 4)

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 


3. Besides the great lakes, what other natural forces appeared in their religious views 
of the world?

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 



4. Compare and contrast this story to other creation stories that you know about that attempt to explain the origins of the earth and its peoples. 
(HW5—How, what, why, who, when, where)

__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 






