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	THEME
	First Occupants:  Conception of the World

	SUBJECT AREA
	History and Citizenship. Secondary Cycle 2 Year 1 

	DESIGNATED FOCUS
	The connection between conception of the world and social organization.

	COMPETENCIES
	Subject Competencies:
· Explores social phenomena in the light of the past
(Comp. 1, KF1)

Cross-Curricular Competencies
· Use information

	PROGRAM CONTENT 
	Concepts:   Conception of the world (worldview), Oral traditions.

Essential Knowledge:   Social relationships

Technique:  Interpret a written document.

	OTHER QEP CONNECTIONS
	


	OVERVIEW

	Oral history on the Origins of the Universe according to Native Peoples, but as recorded by a Christian who sees similarities with Judaism.


	INCLUDED RESOURCES

	Excerpt:
From Louis Hennepin “Origins of the Indians” Manners of the Indians in Literatures of Colonial America: An Anthology Susan B. Castillo, Ivy Schweitzer (p. 189) Google Books online(p. 189) Father Louis Hennepin (1626-after 1701;( Missionary and Explorer, Recollect order)

Vocabulary and Question sheets


	PROCESS: 




	ACTIVITY 1
Read the excerpt carefully.

	 
“Origins of the Indians” According to Oral History of the Native Peoples 

Oral History of the Origins/Conception of the Universe

LINES, L1-L25

“A rather curious story is related among them. They say that a woman descended from heaven  and remained sometime fluttering in the air, unable to find a spot to rest her foot. The fish of the sea, …held a council to deliberate which of them should receive her, the Tortoise presented himself and offered his back above the water. This woman came there to rest and made her L5 abode there. The unclean matter of the sea being gathered around this tortoise, a great extent of land had formed in time, which now constitutes America. …this woman, …grew weary of having no one to converse with,… a spirit descended from on high, … approached her imperceptibly, L8 and begot by her two sons, who came out of her side. These two children could never, …agree, because one was a better hunter than the other, …   one who was of an extremely fierce temper, conceived a deadly envy of his brother, whose disposition was completely mild. This one, unable to endure the ill treatment which he continually received, was at last obliged to depart from him and retire to heaven, whence as a mark of his just resentment, he from time to time makes the  thunder roar over the head of his unhappy brother. Sometime after the spirit descended again to this woman and had by her a daughter, from whom have come the mighty) nation which now L15 occupies one of the biggest parts of the world. There are some other circumstances, which I do not remember, but…you can not fail to discern in it some truths. The woman…has some analogy with…Adam;…the two brothers bear some resemblance to…Cain and Abel, and the thunder L18 pealing from heaven, shows us very clearly the curse which God pronounced upon that merciless fratricide. One might even doubt whether they are not of jewish origin, because they have many things in common with them. They make their cabins in the form of a tent like the Jews. The[y]  anoint themselves with oil, they are superstitiously attached to dreams, they bewail the dead with lamentations and horrible howlings, women wear mourning for their near relatives for over a year, abstain from dances and feasts, and wear a kind of hood on their head. …They have no fixed and settled abode.”  L25 

 


	ACTIVITY 2 
Use the vocabulary in the article to answer the following questions.

	VOCABULARY:
Vocabulary: (L1-11) related (told), descended (came down), deliberate (think about), extent (amount), constitutes (makes up), imperceptibly (not noticed), begot (cause to be born), conceived (imagined, thought)
(L12-25) disposition (nature), resentment (dislike), discern (discover), analogy (similarity), resemblance (similarity), fratricide (brother killing brother), anoint (smear with ointment as a blessing), superstitious (cannot be explained), bewail (to cry), lamentations (complaints), abstain (stop), abode (house)
QUESTIONS: 
 

1.  How did the universe start according to this explanation?
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
2. How does this story explain the origins of conflict among native peoples?(L9, 10)
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
3. How important a role does the woman play in this origin story? 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
4. What tells us that the author who recorded this oral history was a Christian interpreting Native Peoples’ explanations? (L14-25)
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 



