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Quick N' Easy  

Complimentary activities and resources in support of Quebec Education Programs. 
Produced by Sam Allison and the team from the Jeanie Johnston Foundation( JJF) 
	THEME
	The formation of the Canadian Federation

	SUBJECT AREA
	History and Citizenship. Secondary Cycle 2 Year 1

	DESIGNATED FOCUS
	The relationship between industrialization and social, territorial and political change ( impact on the environment from  Industrialization during time of Confederation.

	COMPETENCIES
	Subject Competencies: 

Competency 1  Examines social phenomena from an historical perspective; C2  Interprets social phenomena

Cross-Curricular Competencies
· Use information

· Uses language as learning tool & vehicle of communication to examine & interpret historical phenomena; environmental awareness

	PROGRAM CONTENT 
	Concepts:  Industrialization: Formation of the Canadian Federation  
Essential Knowledge:   Economic conjuncture • Industrial development • Living and working conditions
Technique:  

	OTHER QEP CONNECTIONS
	BAL: Environment


	OVERVIEW

	The impact on the environment from Industrialization during time of Confederation.


	INCLUDED RESOURCES

	 Debate resolution and scripts for debates.

 Quotes from historical novel, Ghost Voyages IV by Cora Taylor


	PROCESS: 




	Debate script

Read the resolution and use the suggested points carefully to form arguments in a debate.


	 
“Be it resolved that 19th-century Canadians seeking economic gain started the water pollution problem that continues even today.” 
FOR: Industrial development on the Lachine Canal after 1850 started water pollution.  Canals destroyed fish and fowl habitats. Bridges, such as the Victoria Bridge, destroyed river flows.  Railway developments, such as the Grand Trunk, the world’s longest railway in the 1850’s, blocked and diverted waterways. 
Confederation in 1867 promoted railway building, industrialization, and urbanization.  Montreal and other growing cities poured their sewage and industrial waste directly into the river untreated. Confederation created three levels of government, and this political overlap and constitutional squabbling made it impossible to have national programs to fight pollution. Modern developments, such as the St. Lawrence Seaway and hydro dams, merely continue the destruction of the world’s largest inland fresh water system. 

The historical novel, Ghost Voyages IV by Cora Taylor tells us about Jeremy, a young boy who went back in time. It sums up the changes in our environment over time: “…the air was brisk and had the clean, new smell of springtime. Jeremy took a deep breath. No wonder the air was so fresh and clean. It was nearly five hundred years ago. No pollution! Montreal and Quebec City were just Hochelaga and Stadacona, nothing more than villages. Camps along the river. No factories sending up stinking smoke, just the nice woodsy smell of campfires.”
AGAINST: The environment has an absorptive capacity, in effect it “cleans” itself. Environmental breakdown happens only when pollution is introduced into an ecosystem at a rate faster than the environment’s ability to absorb it. Accordingly, 19th century industry in Canada was minor and the pollution was small and localized. Canadians have always done their best to promote economic growth without damaging the environment. We still have fresh water in abundance and no longer put raw sewage into the St. Lawrence and we do water treatment. Early Canadians were unaware of the dangers of pollution, whereas we are and do our best to minimize it. Three levels of government under Confederation create three levels of environmental awareness. This division of government helps in the fight to prevent pollution.



