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Quick N' Easy:   Debate on liberal ideas & nationhood.
Complimentary activities and resources in support of Quebec Education Programs. 
Produced by Sam Allison and the team from the Jeanie Johnston Foundation( JJF) 
	THEME
	Demands and Struggles in the British Colony

	SUBJECT AREA
	History and Citizenship. Secondary Cycle 2 Year 1

	DESIGNATED FOCUS
	The influence of liberal ideas on the affirmation of nationhood

	COMPETENCIES
	Subject Competencies: 

Competency 1  Examines social phenomena from an historical perspective; C2  Interprets social phenomena; C3  Citizenship through the study of history 
Cross-Curricular Competencies
· Use information

· Communicates Appropriately 

	PROGRAM CONTENT 
	Concepts:  Nation; Democracy; Patriotes: Rebellions  
Essential Knowledge:   • Political and social tensions • Political organization
Technique:  

	OTHER QEP CONNECTIONS
	BAL: Citizenship


	OVERVIEW

	Debate about the influence of liberal ideas on the affirmation of nationhood.


	INCLUDED RESOURCES

	 Debate resolution and scripts for debates.




	PROCESS: 




	Debate script

Read the resolution and use the suggested points carefully to form arguments in a debate.


	 
 
“Be it resolved that the 1837 Rebellion advanced democracy.”

FOR: Responsible Government was granted in 1849 because of the Rebellion. The Patriotes represented a majority in Parliament and advocated majority rule with the Executive Council (Cabinet) responsible to the Legislative Assembly (Parliament). This Rebellion forced the British Government to accept this principle for the colony. More people became involved in the political process during the period of the Rebellion. 

AGAINST: The British Government were suspicious of the Patriotes and reluctant to concede power to them. The Patriotes abolished the right of women who were property holders to vote in 1834. They blocked Representation in the Eastern Townships Ridings to prevent English representation and blocked representation of religious minorities in Parliament from 1809-1834. The Rebellion started more because of the 1837 economic depression than for political grievances. This was not a mass uprising, the majority of people did not join in the revolt.  Responsible Government was granted after Durham’s Report suggested it, not directly because of the Rebellion. The Rebellion delayed political reform for 10 years.


