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Quick N' Easy:   Debate on voting age reductions
Complimentary activities and resources in support of Quebec Education Programs. 
Produced by Sam Allison and the team from the Jeanie Johnston Foundation( JJF) 
	THEME
	Official power and countervailing powers

	SUBJECT AREA
	History and Citizenship. Secondary Cycle 2 Year 2

	DESIGNATED FOCUS
	The relationship between interest groups and official power

	COMPETENCIES
	Subject Competencies: 

Competency 1  Examines social phenomena from an historical perspective; C2  Interprets social phenomena; C3  Citizenship through the study of history 
Cross-Curricular Competencies
· Use information

· Communicates Appropriately 
· Critical Judgment

	PROGRAM CONTENT 
	Concepts:  Power, State, Rights

Essential Knowledge: Movements for social justice and the state

	OTHER QEP CONNECTIONS
	BAL: Citizenship


	OVERVIEW

	Debate on whether the voting age be reduced to 16 years of age!


	INCLUDED RESOURCES

	 Debate resolution and scripts for debates.




	PROCESS: 




	Debate script

Read the resolution and use the suggested points carefully to form arguments in a debate.


	 
 
“Be it resolved that the voting age be lowered to 16 years of age.”

FOR: Young people are not interested in politics, partly because they cannot vote. This measure would stimulate interest in elections because we as students would be far more interested in elections if at the age of 16 years we could vote. Politicians would be more interested in visiting schools and improving education if students could vote. Students could vote in school board elections so their voices and opinions would count in ways they are not heeded now. This would increase the power and rights of young people. We are not a true democracy when so many young, educated people are prevented from voting. Students pay taxes on products and those that work are taxed on their earnings. The present situation is taxation without representation.

AGAINST: Young people are not interested in politics so why give them the vote? Many are too immature to understand the issues. Many would be swayed by irrelevant factors such as how someone looks thereby lessening the democratic process. Serious divisions in schools around election times would be damaging to education. People are not drafted into the armed forces below 18 years of age, so why should they be allowed to vote? This would have serious consequences on existing laws on social issues( lower drinking age, lower driving age and so on.)


