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	THEME
	Population and Settlement

	SUBJECT AREA
	History and Citizenship. Secondary Cycle 2 Year 2

	DESIGNATED FOCUS
	Effects of natural population change and migration…
( Problems related to immigration pioneering life in the 1830’s.

	COMPETENCIES
	Subject Competencies: 

Competency 1  Examines social phenomena from an historical perspective; C2  Interprets social phenomena; C3  Citizenship through the study of history 

Cross-Curricular Competencies
· Use information

· Communicates Appropriately 
· Critical Judgment

	PROGRAM CONTENT 
	Concepts:   Population, Migration

Essential Knowledge:   • Policies to promote immigration • British immigration

	OTHER QEP CONNECTIONS
	BAL:  Citizenship


	OVERVIEW

	Problems of pioneering life in the 1830’s.  Close reading and interpretation of situation in 1831.  Comparison strategy for differences and similarities between immigrants’ situation then and now.



	INCLUDED RESOURCES


	


	PROCESS: 




	ACTIVITY 1 

Read the Emigrants Guide.  Refer to the included Glossary.



	 
Summary of “The  Emigrants’ Guide To Canada”(1831), 
written in Britain to help immigrants coming here.

A great number of Labourers are employed on board ships, and about timber yards, during the summer months at Quebec and Montreal, who get from 3s. to 4s. 6d. a day. But Emigrants who are possessed of from £20 to £25, are advised to push immediately into the woods, in the vicinity of old settlements, where they can obtain provisions. To these I say—

· Select a favourable spot for your log house near a spring of water, or running stream, and where a cellar to keep your potatoes in winter can be dug under the house. (Carefully clear the timber and brush to a distance in the event of fire in the woods.) 

· Building houses and clearing lands on a large scale on first arrival, rarely succeeds, for the price of getting persons to work is so high.

· A crop of potatoes and fodder for a cow is your first objective, and this may be accomplished in the first year, if you arrive early. You will be enabled to feed your family with the common necessaries of life, and by the third year you may find yourself possessed of a yoke of oxen, a cow or two, and a year old calf, a couple of pigs, poultry, &c. Abundance of animal fodder. 

· The Irish and Scotch peasantry know well how to value the economy of a milch cow; every new settler ought to strive to obtain one as soon as possible, taking care to provide a sufficiency of fodder, for the long winter. Cattle require a little salt in the Canadas. 

· Great caution is necessary in all your transactions. When you stand in need of advice apply to the Government Agents, or other respectable sources. You will find many plans and schemes offered to your consideration, on your route from Quebec to your destination in Upper Canada; but turn away from them. 

· Should you require to change your English money, go to the Banks or some well known respectable person. The currency in the Canadas is at the rate of 5s. to the dollar, and is called Halifax Currency. In New York 8s is a dollar. Thus, 8s. New York currency is equivalent to 5s. Halifax. 

· In Upper Canada, and in the Townships of Lower Canada, the tenure of Lands is "Free and Common Soccage," as in England. In the Seigneurial or French parts of Lower Canada, the feudal or French tenure is the custom. In the Canadas  you are less incumbered with taxes or local imposts, than in any other country, on the face of the globe. 

· Apply at the Post Office; should you expect any letters; and if you are writing to your friends in the United Kingdom by Post, you must pay the Postage; so also, when writing to the United States. Letters from one part of the Canadas, to the other, do not require to be Post paid. Emigrants may forward letters, to the United Kingdom, from Quebec, by taking them to the Keeper of the Merchant's Exchange, and paying one penny for each. 

· From Quebec City proceed without loss of time to Montreal, by steam-boat, on your route to Upper Canada. Two steam-boats ply daily to Montreal, 180 miles up the St. Lawrence, which is performed in 24 to 30 hours. The fare for deck passengers, is 7s. 6d. for adults,--children from 3-12 years pay halfprice, and under 3 free. These steam-boats belong to private individuals. Government is in no manner connected with them. At Cornwall, Prescott and By-Town you will find Government Agents who will advise you should you require it.

Routes, by the St. Lawrence and Lakes, to the principal places in Upper Canada:

Quebec to Montreal, by steam-boats......7s. 6d.  

Montreal to Prescott, by Durham boats..6s. 3d.

Prescott to Kingston, by steam...............5s. 0d.  

Prescott to York, Capital of Upper Canada,..Hamilton and Niagara..........................10s

Glossary   You should know the following words to understand the Emigrants’ Guide.

Abundance 

A great amount, much.

By Town Original name of Ottawa, named after Colonel By who founded it.
Currency Money. British pounds, shillings (s.), pennies (p.)  Canadian “Halifax” dollars.
Durham Boat.

Rowboat-sailboat used in fur and migrant trades.
Fodder Animal food (dried hay).
Incumbered Duty, people must do this. 
Milch Old word for milk.
Ply Travel between two places.
Soccage  Old word for rent on land.
Strive to try hard.
Tenure The way land is owned, rights and duties of ownership.
Transactions Business, trade involving money.
United Kingdom Britain.
Vicinity Nearby, close, in the neighbourhood.
Yoke A pair of oxen, or the wood collar on their shoulders.
York The original name for Toronto.



	Activity 2   

Answer the following questions  

(Teachers should remove red answers)

	1. Identify the basic food and drink of 19th c pioneers.

A. ________________  B.  ________________  C.  ________________       Potato/Milk/Water

2. Grass to feed cows does not grow in our winters. How did settlers overcome this problem? ________________________________________________________________  Fodder

3. Think of some different ways milk was useful to Emigrants in the backwoods of Canada? 

Feeds children, butter on bread, cheese is preserved food

4.  What does “Great caution” and “go to banks” tell you ? 
___________________________________________________________________  Rogues, criminals

5.  Which currency is more valuable, “Halifax” or “New York”? ____________   NY

6  a) There are 20 shillings in a pound, 12 pence in a shilling. At top wages, how many days pay did it take an Emigrant to pay for himself and his wife to go by boat, Quebec City - Toronto?

_______________   10-11 Days

6.  b) How much in Halifax currency is 20 pounds, owned by “rich” Emigrants? ___________ 80

7.  Who paid for the postage for letters within Canada, the sender or receiver? _______ Receiver



	Activity 3   

Compare past and present.    



	 

Now compare the immigrants situation described in the texts above to that of immigrants coming to Canada today.   Consider the following:

 A.         Travel (Methods, Cost, Speed). ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

B.        Jobs ( Types, How long to earn travel to Que.- Toronto).

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

C.        What is different and what is the same for immigrants, currency and credit? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

D.        Housing/ where most of us live then and now. ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________




