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Investing in a Creative Canada
SMARTS



SAST 



Are you wondering how to meet the needs of the students in 

your classroom?

Are you searching for innovative approaches to learning?

AN INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE

Teaching through the Arts - the ArtsSmarts Approach

“Tell me and I’ll forget.

Show me and I may remember.

Involve me and I’ll understand.”

Open to teachers of elementary school (all cycles) and secondary school (Cycle 1 and the first year of Cycle 2).

You are invited to apply to participate in an innovative approach to teaching and learning. This approach will be studied to document the impact of teaching through the arts on student engagement in their learning as well as its effect on student behaviour in the regular classroom.

At this time in Quebec, a major concern among   teachers is how to teach and manage their classes of diverse learners. Of primary concern are students with behaviour issues, preventing them and their fellow students from learning. 

One approach which has been shown to be effective in addressing this concern is the ArtSmarts approach, originally conceived as a learning initiative designed to develop student creativity and introduce the arts as an important part of the curriculum. 

“ The first thing you notice in an arts integrated class is that everybody’s working. Everybody’s on task. Everybody is thinking and doing and nobody is sleeping or day dreaming, and that’s the really significant difference in classes.  You can just tell in class –there’s an electricity in the classroom, there’s energy in classes using arts integrated things.”

- “Made in Canada, Getting Creative,” Chris Daniels, Time Magazine July 4, 2005
ArtsSmarts is an approach which allows an artist to enter the classroom, and working with the teacher and students, produce different ways of representing the curriculum to enhance learning and to excite student potential.  It is based on the development of a collaborative inquiry process among teacher, artist and students which has been shown to significantly change student attitude toward learning, and hence to reduce the issue of behaviour problems in classes. 

This is an approach that is well aligned with the Quebec Education Program and its goals. In their project, students learn to problem-solve, use creative solutions and to express themselves through different media. For examples of ArtsSmarts projects please go to the  following sites: http://www.artssmarts.ca and  http://www.youtube.com/ArtsSmartsGenieArts.
The School Administrators’ Support Team from Services à la communauté anglophone will be coordinating this project for the school year 2009-2010 in collaboration with ArtsSmarts and with LEARN. 

Teachers will decide on the main inquiry question they would like to address with their students and determine with the artist what artistic representation this will take.  A local artist is selected by the teacher to collaborate with the teacher and students on this project.  The artist and teacher plan and develop the project with the students.   Assistance with locating artists for the project can be provided.

TIMELINE

· September: Completion of applications, 
· By mid-October: Selection of applications, 
· October - December: Inservice for teacher/artist teams in the development of their project, planning of project with students.
· January – April: Projects are implemented and documentation is collected during the process for evaluation purposes. 

· May: Evaluations are completed and projects are showcased.

FUNDING

The project will be financed by Canada-Quebec Entente funds which must be matched by funds or in kind.  Financial support will be made available to the projects which are selected as follows:

· For artist fees and materials: half of the project monies up to a total of $2,500 per project.  

· Artists are paid a standard minimum of $250 per diem or $50 per hour, as recommended by ArtsSmarts; materials usually cost about 10-15% per cent of total project costs. Schools and/or school boards will be asked to cover the funds for the other half of the project.  Planning time for Artists should be budgeted at $40.00 hour.  

· For teacher in-service and professional development: up to 5 days of teacher substitution per project will be paid by the grant. The participation of the teachers will account for the necessary matching funds in kind. 

· For the research fees: these will be covered through the grant.  Again the participation of the individuals will account for the matching funds in kind.

· Other funds may become available as different funding sources are established.

RESEARCH COMMITMENT

Teachers, artists and students will be asked to give feedback during the course of the project.  Students will be asked to complete an online survey before beginning the project and upon its completion. 

Teachers and artists will be asked to work with the researchers using the ArtsSmarts Inquiry Template tool.   This tool is user-friendly and has been field-tested with teachers in Quebec, Ontario and Saskatchewan.  The AIT will enable teachers to document their planning, the process of implementation and their outcomes with the artist and their students. As part of this process, teachers will gather photos, videos, and testimonials from students, and reflect on their questions.

APPLYING

If you wish to be considered for this opportunity to learn a new approach to teaching in your classroom, please complete the attached application form and forward it to Julie Hobbs, either electronically, by fax or through the regular mail.

Should you need more information, please don’t hesitate to contact Julie Hobbs at the coordinates below.

We look forward to your applications and to working with you on this exciting approach to teaching and learning.

Julie Hobbs, Diane Wood & Carol Marriott
School Administrators’ Support Team

MELS-SCA
jhobbs@rsb.qc.ca 

dwood@emsb.qc.ca

cmarriott@rsb.qc.ca
514-873-3339 ex. 5522

514-231-2566 (cell)
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N.B. Une version française sera envoyée sous peu. 


