THE INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PLAN 
AND THE WORK-ORIENTED TRAINING PATH
Question: Do students have to have an individualized education plan in order to be eligible for the Work-Oriented Training Path? 
The answer to this question is based on several sections of the Education Act and the Basic school regulation.
First, section 96.14 of the Act prescribes an IEP for a student with a handicap, a social maladjustment or a learning disability:
In the case of a handicapped student or a student with a social maladjustment or a learning disability, the principal, with the assistance of the student’s parents, of the staff providing services to the student, and of the student himself, unless the student is unable to do so, shall establish an individualized education plan adapted to the needs of the student. The plan must be consistent with the school board's policy concerning the organization of services for handicapped students and students with social maladjustments or learning disabilities and in keeping with the ability and needs of the student as evaluated by the school board before the student's placement and enrollment at the school.
The principal shall see to the implementation and periodical evaluation of the education plan and inform the student's parents on a regular basis.
In addition, section 23.3 of the Basic school regulation specifies the conditions for general admission to both training options in the Work-Oriented Training Path:
A student who is at least 15 years of age on September 30 of the school year in which he or she begins the training may enroll in either training path if the student's competency report or individualized education plan shows that:
(1)    the training path, among all the training paths offered at the secondary level, is most likely to meet the student's interests, needs and abilities;

(2)    the student meets the special requirements for admission to pre-work training set out in section 23.4 or to training leading to a semi-skilled trade set out in section 23.5, as the case may be.
Section 23.4

A student may be admitted to pre-work training if the student has not achieved the objectives of the elementary level programs of studies for language of instruction and mathematics.
Section 23.5
A student may be admitted to training for a semi-skilled trade if:

(1)    the student has achieved the objectives of the elementary level programs of studies for language of instruction and mathematics, but has not earned the credits in the first cycle of the secondary level in those subjects; and

(2)    the student meets the special requirements established by the Minister for admission to the program leading to the semi-skilled trade.
The Québec Education Program for Secondary Cycle Two stipulates that: 
Students in the Work-Oriented Training Path are young people who, despite the support provided, have had and continue to have difficulties in school. For each of them, it is through the process of drawing up an individualized education plan that this path was chosen as the one that would best meet their needs.  
(QEP, chapter 5, p. 2)
The Framework for the Establishment of Individualized Education Plans specifies that:
An individualized education plan should be established when one or more of the following situations arise:

•
The student’s situation requires certain decisions that will have an impact on the student’s educational path, such as decisions concerning adjustments to evaluation methods, departures from the Basic school regulation or special orientations regarding the student’s educational path or placement. (“Individualized Education Plans: Helping Students Achieve Success,” p. 22)
Finally, here is an excerpt from the Policy on Special Education: Adapting Our Schools to the Needs of All Students:
Academic and occupational choices are particularly difficult and decisive for the future in the case of students with special needs. They need guidance in order to make informed choices. The entire process needed to help these students succeed in school and make the transition to the job market should be included in their individualized education plans. (p. 19)
In conclusion, it would appear that every student who enrolls in the Work-Oriented Training Path requires an individualized education plan. However, if a student does not have one, he or she must have one established by the time school starts. 
