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THE STUDENTS SELECT AND DEVELOP PROJECTS BASED ON A PROBLEM-
SOLVING APPROACH. THE STUDENTS IDENTIFY VARIOUS PROBLEMS IN THEIR SCHOOL
OR NEIGHBOURHOQD, SUCH AS VANDALISM, VACANT LOTS, RUNDOWN BUILDINGS,

BULLYING, WASTE OF ENERGY OR DRINKING WATER, ETC.

The AR:CPS approach advocates a citizenship education
learning strategy that leads actors of all ages to:
¢ Identify a problem of concern to them in their
community.
Analyze the problem by considering its different issues.
Identify potential solutions.
Select the one that best fits the situation.
Develop and implement an action plan.
Evaluate the process and its outcome.

This model opens up the community to the school. The
immediate environment, as seen by the actors, becomes a
source of and a tool for learning. The students select and
develop projects based on a problem-solving approach. The
students identify various problems in their school or neigh-
bourhood, such as vandalism, vacant lots, rundown build-
ings, bullying, waste of energy or drinking water, etc.

The model proposes thirteen steps for developing com-
munity projects linked to the social, physical or biophysical
environment. The teacher leads the first two steps. The
students then become partners in the decision-making
process and gradually take on all or part of the project
management. The teacher now acts as a guide and a
resource person. Throughout the process, the students log
everything they experience in a journal. They record their
findings, comments, and even feelings (new knowledge,
awareness, understanding, participation strategy, perse-
verance, state of mind, and communication).

Developed in the United States by William B. Stapp
(1988)," the AR:CPS model often aimed to change the
conventional school environment and to improve teaching
and learning conditions in schools. In fact, not only can this
model lead young people to solve community problems, it
can also offer solutions and avenues for thought about
school-related teaching/learning problems.

ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN COMMUNITY LIFE
In March 2005, the Canadian Policy Research Networks
(CPRN) published the results of an online survey of 200 or
so young Canadian adults aged from 18 to 25 years.? The
survey was designed to identify young adults' priorities in
relation to six themes predetermined by an advisory com-
mittee made up of people of the same age. The survey
results revealed that young people truly want to be active
citizens (be involved in decisions). This was the second time
that the CPRN confirmed Canadian citizens' desire to par-
ticipate in bringing about the changes they want. In fact,
another CPRN study in 1995 had revealed the same hunger
for participation.?
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As was mentioned previously, the AR:CPS model leads
students to take concrete actions in their communities,
given that the strategy is geared toward having them solve
a real problem by developing and then implementing an
action plan. It is also worth noting that students explicitly
take part in decisions, since they themselves choose the
local issue they will work on. Step by step, they make their
way through a democratic process by remaining the lead-
ers of their project.

ACCOUNTABILITY AND COMMUNITY
BELONGING

In an article addressing the changing boundaries of citi-
zenship, Jane Jenson, Director of CPRN's Family Network,
defined citizenship as both a status and a relationship
(between state and citizens).* According to Jenson, the
boundaries of citizenship involve three dimensions: rights
and responsibilities, access and belonging. She also ques-
tions how citizens' formal equality can be turned into real
participation.

So far, the evaluations of AR:CPS projects have demon-
strated that student participation in community problem
solving strongly promotes the development of their sense
of accountability and community belonging because these
young people are the leaders of the projects they create in
collaboration with a guide (teacher or other person). This
methodology thus contributes to developing students'
sense of responsibility toward their communities.

PARTNERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

New research studies led by the CPRN have taken up the
challenge of redefining Canada's social model. Mary Pat
MacKinnon, Director of CPRN's Public Involvement Net-
work, addresses this issue in her article Citizens' Values and
the Canadian Social Architecture: Evidence from Citizens' Dia-
logue on Canada’s Future.> According to MacKinnon, citizens
want to play a larger role in the democratic process and
would like greater concrete opportunities to engage with
decision makers on issues that affect their collective quali-
ty of life.

The AR:CPS approach gets students to work in partner-
ship with the members of their communities, which leads
them to improve their quality of life by solving real issues
through local engagement. “Collaboration, team work and
coordination are the new buzzwords. Nowadays, no actor
can act alone,” stated Denis Saint-Martin, Research Associ-
ate with CPRN's Family Network and professor of political
science at the Université de Montréal.®



THE LINK BETWEEN TEACHING AND PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE IN SCHOOL

IS THEREFORE CRUCIAL FOR SUCCESSFUL CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION. MOREOQVER,

AN ENVIRONMENT MOST CONDUCIVE TO CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION IS ONE THAT OFFERS

STUDENTS FREQUENT OPPORTUNITIES TO EXERCISE THEIR CITIZENSHIP,

DEMOCRATIC DAILY LIFE

To confirm the importance and need for our society to
involve citizens in decision making within, for and with
their communities, the CPRN launched its Focus on Youth
program in August 2004 to mark its tenth anniversary.
Naturally, one of the core goals of the program was to
identify effective approaches for engaging youth in their
community's democratic process. One of the effective
methods suggested was the AR:CPS model.

In the same vein, the Conseil supérieur de I'éducation du
Québec stated that no citizenship education program can
yield tangible results if the students do not have concrete
opportunities to apply the values, rights, responsibilities
and civic involvement they are taught in class.” The link
between teaching and practical experience in school is
therefore crucial for successful citizenship education.
Moreover, an environment most conducive to citizenship
education is one that offers students frequent opportuni-
ties to exercise their citizenship.

The AR:CPS model does just that: it creates multiple
opportunities for students to apply their citizenship edu-
cation skills because it spans the entire school year. This
strategy also helps students develop aspects that are key to
active participation in democratic society, such as critical
thinking, communication, persistence, and collaboration.

COMMUNITY ROOTS AND SOCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY
The Conseil supérieur de I'éducation du Québec also stated
that citizenship goes hand in hand with the development of
community roots. From that perspective, we must create a
dynamic that stimulates interaction and participation and
that teaches individuals to be actors.®

The AR:CPS approach follows those guidelines because it
engages students to serve their community and encourages
them to take an active part in democratic society and to
develop their sense of social responsibility. Giving meaning
to school learning, developing critical thinking skills and
creativity, and giving students the chance to learn and
acquire experience outside the conventional framework
are clear messages that emerged from a report published
by the Canadian Education Association on the importance
of fostering the minds of young Canadians.” This report
also mentioned that parents want their children to fully
participate in the life of the community. From that view-
point, the AR:CPS model seems to meet the needs of Cana-
dian society, that is, to involve citizens, regardless of age, in
decisions that concern them. In doing so, they will be able
to contribute to improving their quality of life and that of
others not only by building the foundations of their knowl-
edge but also, and above all, by developing the behaviours
and attitudes that are key to citizenship education. |
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This article is an updated and translated version of the following French
language article: L'Education a la Citoyenneté et 'implication active des
acteurs, Education Canada, Eté 2005, Vol. 45 , No 3, pages 52, 53.
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