
	Developing Essential Questions Checklist

	Evaluate
	Choose between options with clear criteria

	Synthesize
	Invent a new or different version

	Analyze
	Develop a thorough understanding through skillful questioning

	Spark curiosity 
	Model interest to figure out something that matters

	Construct answers 
	Make meaning from  data that creates insight

	Time
	Give the answering process time

	Engaging
	Make the questions real life

	Multidisciplinary 
	Require students to apply skills and perspectives from across subject areas

	Student generated questions
	This takes time and experience 

Students need teacher generated questions to learn from


http://questions.org/Q6/question.html

Steps to asking inquiry questions
· Be provocative – “With economic turmoil people are being forced to move to different regions to find jobs”
· Seek prior learning by considering: What if this was happening to me or you?

· Research the question according to specific criteria that results from secondary questions.
· Define the audience who will be listening to the reply

· List theories, suppositions, hypotheses, and make predictions about the question
· Construct knowledge. In this speculation process ask:  What do you suppose? Why do you suppose? How do you suppose?
· As the knowledge base is constructed, students will revise their guesswork; they “construct meaning”.
