This tool is designed to guide teachers through the five stages of Project-Based Learning planning

It is intended to be used as a reflective tool to aid in the organization process of projects

PBL Project Planner – Storybook Project
	I ask myself….
	Answer

	Vision Stage:

1. What are my subject/learning objectives?
 2. What are my interdisciplinary subjects?

 3. What Inquiry Question/Investigation will meet #1, 2?


	1.  Analyze and use simple text to convey meaning and morals.  Use images to convey meaning. Oral presentation using inflection and emotion.

2. ESL, Moral Instruction, Literature, Art, Public Speaking

3. What elements are essential in children’s literature to capture and hold the interest of the readers?  What kind of meaning and learning is conveyed using this venue?



	Inquiry Stage:

1. How will I hook or trigger the student’s interest in the Inquiry Question? What scenario will I use?

2. What kinds of information can I expect to be brought out of our class brainstorming session? What kind of misconceptions do I expect to encounter?

3. What rubric(s) will I use?  Will I design it myself or with my students?


	1.  Bring in Children’s books from home (some good and some not so good).  Have discussion of favourite bedtime stories and memories attached to favourite books. Read one of the books out loud and with meaning.

2.  Important and recurrent elements:  Characters, images, sentence length, word count, moral, theme, size, font, color.

3. Rubric for final product will be designed in part with students. Team work and self-evaluation rubrics will be the same as used with other projects.

	Build Stage

1.  How will I organize the brainstorming session? How will we categorize and sort the information we come up with?

2. What kind of teams will work best for this project? (I.e. number of members, roles, responsibilities.)  

3. What information technologies are necessary in order to accomplish these tasks?  Do I need to review/teach any of these skills?

4. What research techniques will we need?  Do I need to review/teach any?

5. What kind of final products would lend themselves well to this type of investigation?  

6. At what stage will I ask for product updates?  What format will these updates be? (i.e. journal entry, oral presentation, etc.)


	1.  Each team will be given a story book to read and analyze. They must come up with 5 essential elements that make up their book.  These comments can be positive or negative.  As a class we will put these together on large paper.

2.  4-members/team.  Students will be allowed to choose their own teams however will be strongly advised to choose people so that their team has a representative of each of the 4 categories:  illustrator, writer, graphic artist (for font, colour and overall look) and researcher.
3.  Students will need text application to type up text.  Illustrations can be done by hand or using an application such as ‘Paint’ or other but drawings must be original.
4. Internet research on selected children’s author sites (ie: roalddalh.com, robertmunch.com).  Limited Internet research or library research may be necessary in order to stay true to characters…ie: Harry the macaroni penguin should look like a macaroni penguin.
5.  Students will be asked to write and illustrate a complete book.
6. Students will be asked to make a storyboard of their pages to be handed in.  A first draft of their story will be handed in and edited by the teacher with each team.

	Show Time Stage

1. What kind of showcase will be most appropriate to display the student’s knowledge acquisitions? (ie:  museum display, PowerPoint presentation, play in front of an audience, etc.)


	1. Students will present their finished book to the Secondary 1 classes.  Secondary ones will be asked to vote using the student product rubric criteria.  The two winning teams will be taken to a primary school to read their books to grade 3 students.




What makes a children’s book interesting to children?

Class 1: 
 Bring children’s books to class. (Students can be asked ahead of    

                         time to bring in their own)



Ask students to describe their favourite children’s book 



and why they like it


Hand out books to teams and have students write down



what they feel makes them interesting or not



Bring class together and brainstorm answers on large



paper.

Class 2:  
Have students explore children’s authors’ web sites



and jot down similarities and differences. (approx ½ hr)



(ex. www.roalddahl.com. Or www.pilkey.com  or www.robertmunch.com)



In class, add to list on large paper started first class
Class 3:  
Categorize list on large paper using different coloured 



markers to circle items that are to be included


Referring to list, write characteristics that are a ‘must



have’ for a children’s book. List will later be used to 



build evaluation grid


Using large paper, brainstorm interesting subjects for



writing their own children’s story
Class 4:  
Write evaluation grid with students




Give timeline of work to be 



accomplished


Break into teams for storyline writing.

Class 5:  
Work on story in teams 

Begin storyboard

Class 6:
Work on and finish draft of story. Hand in for review.



Begin Illustrations


Class 7:
Rework story. Type up story according to storyboard.



Continue illustrations

Class 8:
Continue illustrations


Paste sentences onto completed pages

Class 9:
Complete all pages


Bind book


Practice reading with emotion
Class 10:
Present and read books to class

If possible, have students present their creations to children of an appropriate age, giving students the opportunity to see children’s reactions.

This provides a very authentic recognition for their work.


Monday, May 4th --- In teams, brainstorm 




storyline.  Set up storyboard




with page breaks.  Begin




writing text.

Thursday, May 7th ---  Continue writing 




story adding to storyboard.

Monday, May 11th  ---  finish writing 




story. Begin illustrations.




(finish story for homework)

Thursday, May 14th ---  Continue 




illustrations. Type up story




according to storyboard.

Monday, May 18th  ---  Continue 




illustrations, pasting typed




sentences on completed pages.




(finish illustrations for 




work)

Thursday, May 21st  ---  Bind book. 




Practice reading with




emotion. (finishing touches




to be done for homework)

Monday, May 25th  ---  Present and read




book to class.

Thursday, May 28th  ---  Travel to 




School Elementary to read to 




Children in Mrs.Teacher’s 




Grade 2 class.

Note:  All periods are 60 minutes except travel 


   day. 



	
	

	

	

	


	Illustrations
	Not coloured; bland; lots of white space
	Colourful; lively;

Hardly any white space
	Very colourful; attention to detail; no white space
	Outstanding artwork; extremely colourful; no white space

	Characters
	Unclear who is main character; less than three characters; character roles not clear; none are necessary to story
	Main character is clear; three or more characters interact; character roles more or less clear; characters not all necessary to story
	Main character is attractive to reader; three or more believable characters; character roles clear and necessary to story
	Main character is attractive and very believable; three or more believable characters; character roles very clear and important to story

	Storyline
	Story is unclear; no moral present; reader is confused
	Story is clear; moral can be supposed; story is understood by reader
	Story is clear and interesting; moral is obvious; story is appreciated by reader
	Story is very clear and very interesting; moral is strong and obvious; story will be remembered by reader

	Other
	
	
	
	


